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MISSIONARY  DEPARTMENT. 


Philadelphia,  June  30,  1828. 

Mr.  Editor, 

Little  more  than  a  week  has  passed  since  Rev.  Thomas  Swan,  late  Professor  of  Divin* 
ity  in  the  Baptist  Missionary  College  at  Seramoore,  left  this  city  for  Liverpool,  after 
having  remained  with  u>  only  about  ten  days  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  from  Cal- 
cutta until  his  departure.  While  here  he  preached  in  several  of  our  places  of  wor- 
ship, with  much  acceptance,  and  became  endeared  to  all  who  formed  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance with  him.  He  delivered  a  missionary  discourse,  by  request,  in  the  San- 
som-Street  meeting-house,  to  a  large  assembly,  which,  with  the  address  I  herewith 
send,  he  was  induced  by  the  earnest  desire  of  several  to  leave  with  us.  The  pub- 
lick  will  see  the  former  ere  long.  The  latter  on  "the  necessity  of  much  personal 
religion  in  missionaries,"  you  will  please  publish  in  your  Magazine.  It  will  prove 
acceptable  to  your  readers,  and  is  particularly  seasonable  at  this  time,  when  our 
mission  stations  need  recruits,  and  others  are  proposed  to  be  established, — that  any 
who  may  look  forward  to  such  an  engagement,  and  those  who  are  to  decide  on  their 
qualifications,  may  be  aided  in  fixing  their  minds  on  the  necessity  of  a  high  charac- 
ter in  their  piety.  May  the  perusal  of  it  be  useful  to  all  Christians  and  ministers  in 
exciting  them  to  seek  that  state  of  personal  religion  which  will  make  them  shine  as 
lights  in  the  world.  D. 

ADDRESS, 

ON  THE    NECESSITY   OF  MUCH  PERSONAL   RELIGION  IN  MISSIONARIES,  BY 
REV.   THOMAS  SWAN. 

Delivered  in  the  Mission  Chapel,  Circular  Road,  Calcutta;  and  in  the  Serampore 
Mission  Chapel. 


Much  personal  religion  is  neces-  / 
sary  in  every  Christian.  All  that 
profess  to  know  Christ,  ought  to  be 
entirely  devoted  to  his  service.  But 
if  this  be  true  in  reference  to  Chris- 
tians in  general,  how  much  more  is 
it  true  in  regard  to  the  Christian 
minister  and  the  Christian  mission- 
ary ?  If  the  former  are  not  to  re- 
main satisfied  with  little  piety,  sure- 
ly the  latter,  whose  very  occupation 
is  religion,  are  laid  under  the 
strongest  obligations  to  strive  after 
being  devout  in  the  highest  degree.  * 

Sept.  1828. 


We  shall,  therefore,  present  to 
our  brethren  in  the  same  work,  a 
few  considerations  calculated  to 
evince  the  necessity  of  much  per- 
sonal religion  in  the  missionaries 
of  Christ. 

And  in  the  first  place,  missiona- 
ries in  general  have  been  selected 
by  their  Christian  brethren  for  this 
peculiar  work,  on  the  faith  that 
they  possessed  a  more  than  ordina- 
ry degree  of  personal  piety.  How- 
ever carelrss  Christians  may  be  as 
to  their  own  particular  attainments 
33 
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in  religion — however  little  holy  anx-  f|  would  have  made  such  a  choice, 
iety  they  may  discover  to  please  God  And  this  consideration,  my  breth- 
in  all  things,  to  serve  him  with  their  h  ren,  that  the  people  of  God  select- 
spirits,  or  to  be  entirely  devoted  to  !  ed  us  to  the  great  work  on  the  faith 
the  service  of  Christ — however  sel-  ,j  ol  our  possessing  much  personal  re- 
dom  they  may  contemplate  that  per-  j  ligion,  involves#a  necessity  that  we 
fection  of  character  which  they  are  !;  should  possess  it. 
destine. i  finally  to  attain,  and  which  ij  2.  When  a  missionary  devotes 
it  should  be  their  constant  effort  to  |  himself  to  the  work  of  Christ,  he  sol- 
attain — you    will    not  find    them  ||  emnly  vows,  that  he  will  exhibit  to 


equally  careless  in  their  ideas  as  to 
what  a  n  is  iouary  should  be.  How- 
ever low  in  religion  they  may  be  ', 
themselves,  you  will  always  find 
that   they   think    the  missionary 
should  be  high  in  religion.  They 
would  never  select  a  man  for  a  mis- 
sionary whose  attainments  in  seri- 
ous godliness  they  did  not  consider 
far  more  elevated  than  their  own. 
If  he  were  not  more  eminent  than 
they  in  personal  religion,  they  would 
think  him  entirely  unfit  for  such  a 
sacred  employment.    This  is  the 
principle  on  which  Christian  mis- 
sionaries are  chosen  by  their  breth- 
ren ;   and  whether  they  are  really 
eminent  in  personal  religion  or  not, 
they  are  chosen  as  persons  who  are. 
They  must  appear  to  be  very  de- 
vout, or  they  will  not  be  selected. 
It  is  on  the  faith  that  they  really 
are  what  they  seem,  that  the  peo- 
ple of  God  set  them  apart  for  the 
sublime  service.    But  does  not  this 
lay  a  necessity  on  the  Christian 
missionary  of  being  eminently  holy  1 
Was  it  not  on  the  supposition  of  his 
being  so,  that  he  was  sent  into  the 
missionary  field  ?   And  if  his  breth- 
ren had  imagined  that  he  would  be- 
come indolent,  or  carnal,  or  vain, 
or  proud,  would  they  have  fixed 
their  choice  on  him  1    Would  they 
not  have  trembled  at  doing  so? — 
trembled  at  sending  into  the  holy 
work  of  Christ  an  unregenerate 
son  of  perdition  instead  of  one  born 
from  above  1  instead  of  one  desir- 
ous to  engage  in  the  great  work, 
impelled  by  the  love  and  filled  with 
the  spirit  of  Christ  1  instead  of  one 
desirous  to  live  in  the  cultivation  of 
every  heavenly  virtue  and  grace? 
Surely  they  would.    They  never  1 


the  world,  that  he 
fluence  of 


is  under  the  in- 
very  high  degree  of 
personal  piety.  For  the  truth  of 
this,  I  may  safely  appeal  to  the  ex- 
perience of  every  missionary  now 
hearing  me.  You  well  remember 
your  feelings,  and  the  prevailing 
sentiments  of  your  minds,  on  that 
important  day  when  you  were  con- 
secrated to  such  a  glorious  service. 
If,  when  you  first  believed  in  Christ, 
you  said  you  would  be  the  Lord's — 
if,  when  you  were  first  united  to  the 
Christian  church,  you  said  you 
would  be  the  Lord's,  surely  when 
you  were  set  apart  for  missionaries, 
you  said,  in  an  equally  striking  and 
impressive  manner,  that  you  would 
be  the  Lord's.  At  that  interesting 
period  of  your  existence,  which 
you  will  never  cease  to  remember, 
how  elevated  were  your  aims,  how 
great  were  the  attainments  in  per- 
sonal religion  which  you  expected, 
through  the  grace  of  the  Lord  Je- 
sus, to  realize.  You  then  engaged 
to  become  intimately  acquainted 
w  ith  yourselves ;  to  enter,  with  the 
word  ol  God  as  your  light,  into  the 
deepest  and  darkest  recesses  of  your 
own  hearts,  that  you  might  become 
intimately  acquainted  with  all  their 
deceits,  and  plagues,  and  abomina- 
tions. You  then  engaged  to  mor- 
tify every  evil  temper  and  disposi- 
tion, and  to  live  constantly  under 
the  influence  of  the  love  of  Christ, 
I  loving  your  fellow-Christians  as 
brethren,  and  all  men  as  partakers 
I  of  the  same  nature  with  yourselves, 
and  as  objects  of  the  same  divine 
compassion.  You  then  solemnly 
renounced  all  the  pomps  and  vani- 
ties of  the  world,  and  promised 
"  not  to  be  conformed  to  the  world, 
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but  transformed  by  the  renewing  of  j  God.  It  were  well,  in  one  sense, 
your  minds."  You  then  resolved  if  the  number  of  such  liberal  phi- 
"  not  to  lay  up  treasures  on  earth,  lanthropists  were  greatly  enlarged  ; 
but  in  heaven;"  and  you  plainly  for,  although  a  missionary  may  be 
declared,  in  a  sense  somewhat  dif-  injured  by  such  men,  yet  they  are 
ferent  from  other  Christians,  that  not  his  greatest  enemies.  He  will 
you  were  "  strangers  and  pilgrims"  I  meet  with  many  formal  professors 
on  earth ;  you  vowed  in  the  strength  who  are  too  ignorant  duly  to  appre- 
of  your  God,  to  be  the  devoted  ser-  ciate  missionary  labours  as  means 
vants  of  Christ  alone,  and  to  show  i  of  education,  and  too  destitute  of 
yourselves  so  in  every  situation,  by  real  piety  to  care  for  all  his  efforts  to 
a  diligent  performance  of  its  duties,  j  turn  the  heathen  "  from  darkness  to 
Now,  what  did  these  solemn  en-  |  light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan 
gaorements  involve  on  your  part?  *totjf)d."  He  wil',  besides,  meet 
Did  they  not  involve  a  necessity  of  with  many  superficial  scoffers  at  all 
your  realizing,  as  far  as  possible,  the  religion.  Men  who*se  minds  are  so 
fulfilment  of  tliem,  both  as  to  your  destitute  of  all  just  ideas  of  things, 
inward  and  as  to  your  outward  man?  that  they  are  capable  of  nothing  su- 
Certainly  they  did.  And  happy  perior  to  low  jest,  vulgar  wit,  or  pro- 
will  it  be  for  us  all,  my  brethren,  if  fane  ribaldry.  These  ignorant  and 
we  recal  to  our  minds  these  solemn  wicked  men  will  contemn  both  him 
engagements  every  day  of  our  lives,  and  his  glorious  object,  and  his  uu- 
that  we  may  endeavour,  by  the  con-  wearied  labours;  and  if  they  can  ren- 
stant  performance  of  them,  to  glo- '  der  these  the  occasion  of  a  little 
rify  Him  who  hath  redeemed  us,  vain  mirth,  their  empty  minds  will 
and  who  hath  permitted  us  to  de-  be  completely  gratified.  *  Now  these 
vote  ourselves  to  so  holy  a  ser-  three  different  classes  of  men,  both 
vice.  those  who  are  humane,  well-educat- 

3.  Without  much  personal  reli-  ed,  and  philanthropic ;  and  those 
gion,  a  missionary  will  be  in  danger  who  are  hypocritical  and  formal ; 
of  being  improperly  affected  by  the  and  those  who  are  shallow  and  pro- 
opposition  of  ungodly  men.  The  .  fane,  may  be  designated  by  the  gen- 
true  missionary  is  not  to  imagine,  eral  term  ungodly ;  and  they  will 
that  every  one  feels  and  thinks  con-  oppose  the  true  missionary  in  a 
cerning  missionary  work  as  he  does.  i  greater  or  less  degree.  The  first, 
His  mind,  as  far  as  he  is  spiritual,  '  will  enter  but  partially  into  his 
glows  with  high  fervour,  every  time  views ;  the  second  will  hate  him  be- 
ne contemplates  the  grand  object  of  cause,  if  his  views  of  religion  be 
all  legitimate  missionary  exertion,  correct,  he  condemns  theirs;  the 
namely,  the  conversion  of  the  world  third  will  persecute  him  as  a  troub- 
to  Christ.  But  he  is  greatly  mis-  ler  of  life,  and  a  destroyer  of  its 
taken  if  he  imagine,  that  all  will  pleasures.  Now,  how  is  he  to  re- 
feel  and  think  in  sympathy  with  main  unaffected  by  the  opposition 
him,  that  the  ideas  of  all  men  will  that  he  is  sure  to  experience  from 
be  the  same  as  his  own.  He  will  these  different  quarters  ?  In  no 
meet  with  many  men  of  enlarged  other  way  than  by  himself  possess- 
minds,  and  of  humane  and  benevo-  |  ing  much  personal  religion,  and 
lent  hearts,  who  will  indeed  approve  exemplifying  the  power  of  it  in  the 
of  his  labours  in  so  far  as  they  tend  view  both  of  his  enemies,  and  the 
to  enlighten  the  understandings,  enemies  of  his  God.  Neither  his 
and  civilize  the  manners  of  the  !  learning,  nor  his  talents  will  over- 
heathen  ;  but  these  will  have  no  !  come  such  opposition.  If  he  trust 
sympathy  whatever  with  his  ardent  ;  to  the  powers  of  his  own  mind,  or  to 
desires,  that  the  heathen  should  re- •  the  knowledge  which  these  powers 
pent,  be  converted,  and  turn  to;  have  enabled  him  to  acquire,  ho 
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trusts  to  broken  reeds.  These,  in 
themselves,  will  never  support  him 
or  carry  him  through.  Notiiing 
but  confidence  in  God,  sincere  de- 
votedness  to  his  service,  and  a  spir- 
it of  universal  charity,  will  enable 
him  to  overcome  his  enemies,  and 
to  go  on  perseveriugly  in  his  work. 
These,  therefore,  are  what  we 
should  earnestly  endeavour  to  at- 
tain :  strong  faith  in  God,  ardent 
devotedness  to  his  service,  and  fer- 
vent love  to  all  men,  even  to  the 
enemies  of  God's  righteous  c  *use, 
for  whose  conversion  and  everlasting 
salvation  we  should  daily  pray. 
Under  the  influence  of  these  alone 
can  we  hope  for  final  victory  over 
every  species  of  opposition. 

4.  Without  much  personal  re- 
ligion, a  missionary  will  be  in  dan- 
ger of  being  seduced  into  the  paths 
of  error.  The  missionary  is  not 
merely  exposed  to  the  latent  evil  of 
his  own  deceitful  heart,  which  no 
one  can  perfectly  know  but  the 
eternal  God  himself — he  is  not 
merely  exposed  to  the  evil  agency 
of  invisible  malignant  spirits,  whose 
anxiety  for  the  ruin  of  his  soul  are 
ever  discovered  by  constant  moles- 
tation— he  is  not  merely  exposed 
to  the  temptations  arising  from  a 
world  that  lieth  in  wickedness  ;  but 
he  is  also  exposed,  as  well  as  his 
fellow-christians  around  him,  to  the 
seducing  influence  of  those  charac- 
ters who  have  "  left  the  paths  of 
uprightness  that  they  may  walk  in 
the  ways  of  darkness,"  who  have 
<{  turned  aside  from  the  holy  com- 
mandment delivered  unto  them," 
and  for  whom  it  had  been  better 
that  they  had  not  even  partially 
known  the  way  of  righteousness. 
We  do  not  now  refer  to  those  who 
have  left  religion  entirely — those 
who,  from  being  mere  professors, 
have  become  openly  wicked,  and  ma- 
lignant enemies  to  the  truth,  and  to 
all  the  genuine  disciples  of  the  truth, 
but  we  refer  more  particularly  to 
those  who,  from  their  never  having 
been  really  convinced  of  the  exceed- 
ing sinfulness  of  sin,  and  of  their  own 


sin  in  particular,  or  from  the  native 
pride  of  their  understandings  having 
obtained  the  ascendency  over  them, 
or  from  their  ignorance  of  the  very 
narrow  limits  within  which  the 
human  mind,  in  its  aspirings  after 
knowledge,  either  human  or  divine, 
is  confined,  have  rejected  that  aw- 
fully mysterious  yet  bright  system 
of  truth  in  which  they  once  pro- 
fessed to  glory,  and  in  its  place, 
have  substituted  a  miserable  system 
of  error — a  system,  which  is  the 
production  of  their  boasted  yet  wo- 
fully  blinded  and  perverted  reason  ; 
which  owes  its  strength,  and  must 
owe  its  fugitive  existence  to  subtil- 
ty  and  quibble  ;  which  gives  the  lie 
to  aimost  every  page  of  revelation  ; 
the  ultimate  prevalence  of  which 
were  dishonouring  to  God,  and  de- 
structive to  the  present  happiness 
and  future  prospect  of  man.  Now, 
how  is  the  faithful  missionary  to 
contend  with  enemies  like  these, 
whose  very  society  is  pernicious, 
whose  words  are  poison,  and  the 
imbibement  of  whose  spirit  were  de- 
structive at  once  to  his  own  soul, 
and  the  souls  of  his  perishing  fel- 
low-men ?  Is  he  to  enter  the  lists 
of  argument  with  them  ?  Is  he  to 
waste  his  precious  time  in  listening 
to  their  subtle  reasonings,  or  an- 
swering their  profane  quibbles,  in 
admiring  them  as  the  only  men  of 
sense,  and  the  only  christians  who 
deserve  the  name  of  rational  1  Is 
he  to  act  as  if  his  faith  were  found- 
ed on  perverse  disputation ,  and  to 
give  to  heretics,  who  rob  the  Sa- 
viour of  his  glory  and  the  sinner  of 
the  only  foundation  of  human  hope, 
the  credit  of  being  able  to  under- 
stand all  mysteries  and  all  knowl- 
edge, which  elevation  in  intellect 
above  their  fellow-sinners  they  are 
so  anxious  to  be  thought  entitled 
to  1  By  no  means.  He  must  be 
anxious  to  feel  the  religion  of  the 
Bible  more,  and  to  live  more  con- 
stantly under  its  influence.  This 
will  do  infinitely  more  than  the 
ablest  arguments,  and  in  this  way 
he  will  much  better  promote  the 
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oause  which  is  dearer  to  him  than 
life.  In  this  way,  also,  he  will  un-  j 
derstand  the  Scriptures  better,  and 
explain  them  to  others  in  a  clearer 
and  abler  manner.  It  is  personal 
holiness,  which  ensures  to  a  man 
the  brightest  illuminations  of  relig- 
ious knowledge  ;  and  without  that, 
the  human  understanding,  however 
strong  it  may  naturally  be,  becomes 
darker  and  darker  till  it  be  finally 
overwhelmed  in  the  blackness  of 
darkness  forever.  For  our  Saviour 
himself  hath  said,  "  If  any  man  wili 
do  his  will,  he  shall  know  of  the  doc- 
trine, whether  it  be  of  God,  or 
whether  I  speak  of  myself." 

5.    Without  much  personal  re- 
ligion, the   missionary   will  yield 
little  encouragement  to  his  chris- 
tian brethren  engaged  with  him  in 
the  same  work.    Those  who  have 
engaged  in  this  work,  need  every 
encouragement  that  can  be  afford- 
ed them,  in  order  that  they  may  j 
continue  to  go  on,  notwithstanding 
the  many  difficulties   with  which 
they  must  contend.     They  have 
quite  enough  to  discourage  them, 
independently  of  the  carnality  and 
irreligion  of  those  engaged  with 
them   in  the   same  employment.1 
They   have  enough  of  opposition 
from  their  own  hearts,  from  the 
evil    spirit,  and  from  a  wicked 
world.    These  sources  of  opposi-' 
tion   are    sufficiently  numerous, 
without  the  addition  of  any  other, 
namely,  the  inconsistency  of  chris- 
tian brethren.     But  nothing  will 
afford  more  encouragement  to  truly 
sincere   missionaries,    than  lively; 
and  flourishing  personal  religion  on  '< 
the  part  of  their  brethren     It  will1 
be  a  comfort  to  them  next  to  their  j 
sense  of  an  interest  in  God's  favour,  j 
It  will  give  an  existence  to  religion , 
before  their  eyes  ;  and  it  will  ap-  j 
pear  a  religion  worth  communicat-; 
ing  to  others.    The  pious  conduct 
of  even  one  truly  consistent  mis- 
sionary will  do  more  good  to  his 
brethren    than   tongue   can  tell. 
They  will  be   stimulated  by  it, 
they  will  be  encouraged  by  it. 


Their  faith  will  become  more 
strong,  their  hope  more  lively,  their 
charity  more  fervent.  They  will 
be  more  and  more  devoted  to  their 
work.  For  11  as  one  sinner  des- 
troyed! much  good,"  so  one  emi- 
nently holy  man,  even  in  a  very  de- 
generate community,  will  be  the  in- 
strument of  God's  blessing  in 
raising  the  tone  of  true  piety.  Of 
the  truth  of  this  remark,  the  history 
of  the  church  in  former  ages  affords 
ample  proof.  We  should  therefore 
strive,  in  the  strength  of  Christ, 
that  our  spirit  and  conduct,  our 
words  and  action,  may  be  such, 
that  our  beloved  brethren,  instead 
of  taking  offence,  and  being  weak- 
ened by  our  disorderly  walking, 
may  rather  be  stimulated  and  en- 
couraged in  their  course  by  the 
uniform  loveliness  of  our  spirit,  and 
the  unimpeachable  rectitude  of  our 
conduct. 

6.  Without  much  personal  reli- 
gion, a  missionary  is  not  warranted 
to  expect  success  in  his  work.  We 
do  not  pretend  to  say  but  that  many 
wh  )  have  been  officially  engaged 
in  religion,  with  very  liitle  person- 
al piety,  have  been  very  successful 
in  turning  men  to  God ;  nor  do  we 
deny,  that  many  a  holy  minister  or 
missionary,  has  appeared  to  spend 
his  strength  in  vain  and  his  labour 
for  nought.  The  Eternal  giveth 
not  any  account  of  his  matters  ;  and 
he  will  make  those  whom  he 
pleases  the  instruments  of  commu- 
nicating to  men  his  sovereign  mer- 
cy. But  we  humbly  conceive  it 
a  general  ruie  on  the  part  of  God, 
that  he  renders  those  who  are  most 
devout  the  most  useful  in  his  cause. 
If  this  be  true,  then  that  mission- 
ary who  is  not  anxious  to  live  near 
to  God — who  is  not  conscious  that, 
whatever  may  be  his  failings  or 
short  comings,  he  is  desirous  to  be- 
;  come  more  like  Christ,  and  to  be 
I  more  devoted  to  his  service,  can- 
Inot  upon  just  grounds,  expect 
Imuch  success  in  his  work.  But 
nothing  will  more  depress  the 
imind  of  the  sincere  servant  of 
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Christ,  than  the  thought  that  he  is  J 
to  have  little  success.  This  thought,  | 
if  admitted,  would  instantly  spread 
darkness  through  all  his  soul,  damp 
all  his  zeal,  and  repress  all  his  en- 
ergies. How  then,  does  the  mat- 
ter stand  with  us  ?   Are  we  anxious 


uncongenial  to  his  constitution ;  he 
may,  after  much  pains,  acquire  the 
language  of  the  heathen,  and  en- 
gage, with  apparent  zeal,  in  the 
sublime  work  of  communicating  to 
I  their  minds  the  knowledge  of  Christ 
[  and  of  his  great  salvation — He  may 


grace,  for  grace  to  be  holy ;  and 
to  be  holy,  not  in  a  low  but  in  an 
eminent  degree,  since  "  God  is  able 
to  make  all  grace  to  abound  to- 


and  our  personal  re- 


to  be  useful?  Was  it  this  hope  1!  continue  in  this  commendable  la- 
that  excited  us  at  first  to  engage  in  !  bour  for  a  series  of  years,  and  the 
the  glorious  employment? — the  hope  trump  of  fame  be  filled  with  the 
of  adding  many  gems  to  the  crown  i  glory  of  his  exploits  ;  and  yet,  after 
of  our  Redeemer?  Then  let  us  !  all  this  apparently  glorious  career, 
look  to  God,  who  is  the  God  of  all   he  may  sink  at  last  into  eternal 

perdition.  Notwithstanding  all 
this,  he  may  be  destitute  of  the  re- 
ligion of  the  heart,  of  personal  reli- 
gion ,  and  if  this  be  the  case,  ever- 
lasting vengeance  must  pursue  and 
In  our  Saviour's 
were  hypocrites  that 
would  compass  sea  and  land  to 
make  one  proselyte ;  and  we  must 
not  imagine  that  such  characters 
do  not  exist  even  now.  Hum  in 
nature  is  as  bad  as  ever  it  was,  and 
all  our  motives  will  only  be  seen 
clearly  in  the  day  of  judgment. 
Tli at  day  will  bring  to  light  the 
hidden  things  of  darkness,  and 
make  manifest  the  counsels  of  the 
heart.  The  fire  will  try  every 
man's  work  what  sort  it  is.  The 
eyes  of  the  Judge  of  men  and  an- 
gels are  as  a  flame  of  fire  ;  and  a 
mere  profession  of  religion,  even 
though  in  a  missionary  without  its 
power,  will  be  a  vain  plea  in  the 
presence  of  the  Judge.  Let  these 
considerations  sink  deeply  into  each 
of  our  hearts,  and  let  us  strive  to 
be  more  devout  than  ever  we  have 


wards  us 

ligion  will  only  be  in  proportion  :j  overtake  him 
to  the  grace  that  we  receive.    For  |  j  days,  there 
the  most  eminent  of  saints,  the 
apostle  Paul,  declared  in  reference 
to  himself,   "  By  the  grace  of  God 
I  am  what  I  am."    Which  leads 
me  to  the  last  consideration  I  shall 
now  suggest,  as  proving  the  neces- 
sity of  much  personal  religion  ini 
missionaries,  viz. 

That  without  it  a  missionary  is 
in  danger  of  greater  condemnation 
at  last,  than  even  the  miserable, 
heathen  among  whom  he  labours. 
This  is  a  very  solemn  consideration. 
It  is  a  very  possible  case,  you  well 
know,  for  a  man  to  preach  to  others, 
and  yet  he  himself  be  a  cast-a-way ; 
and  if  even  the  apostle  Paul  dread- 
ed that,  and  kept  himself  in  sub-j 
jection  lest  it  should  be  so,  our! 
dreading  it  is  surely  a  very  proper 
thing.    A  man  may  think  he  is  a 


subject  of  the  regenerating  grace  of, 
the  Holy  Spirit,  he  may  desire  that 
others  should  be  so  ;  under  the  in-  j 
fluence  of  this  desire,  he  may  be- 
come a  minister  or  a  missionary, 1 
he  may  overcome  all  the  force  of 
his   early    associations,    he  may! 
break  through  all  the  endearing  ties 
of  nature  and  friendship,  he  may| 
leave  his  beloved  native  land  andj 
weeping  relations,  without  the  hope 
of  ever  beholding  it  or  them  again  ; 
he  may  brave  the  dangers  of  the 
deep,  and  the  miseries  of  a  climate 


been.  Let  the  thought  of  the  aw- 
ful condemnation  that  awaits  those 
who  have  taught  religion  to  others 
without  being  thoroughly  religious 
themselves,  make  a  deep  impres- 
sion on  all  our  minds.  And  let  us 
daily  draw  nigh  to  the  throne  of 
grace  with  that  solemn  prayer — 
"  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know 
my  heart ;  try  me,  and  know  my 
thoughts  :  And  see  if  there  be  any 
wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead  me 
in  the  way  everlasting." 
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RECOLLECTIONS  OF  THE  LATE  REV. 
MR.  nOLTON,  MISSIONARY  IN 
MONROVIA,  BY  MR.  BOARDMAN, 
IN  A  LETTER  TO  PRESIDENT 
CHAPLIN. 

Maidaming,  Dec.  31,  1827. 
Rev.  and  very  dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  February,  1826,  was 
received  a  short  time  since,  and  j 
read  with  the  pleasure  which  I  de-  j 
rive  from  all  your  letters.  You 
speak  of  the  need  we  have  of  emi- 1 
nent  piety  in  order  to  be  prepared 
for  our  arduous  and   holy  work. 
Nothing  is  more  true  than  this.  I 
always  thought  a  missionary  to  the 
heathen  stood  in  need  of  peculiar 
attainments  in  sanctification ;  and 
the  little  experience  I  have  had, 
has  convinced  me,  that,  howmuch- 
soever  is  lacking  in  me,  I  do  really 
need  some  higher  attainments  than 
I  am  wont  even   to  aspire  after. 
This   subject    has  occupied  my 
thoughts  more  of  late,  than  it  has 
for  a  long  time.     I  feel  the  need 
of  a  livelier  sense  of  the  love  of 
Christ.    I  want  to  feel  more  as  St. 
Paul  did,  when  he  said,  "  the  love 
of  Christ  constraincih  me."     It  is 
my  desire,  that  a  sense  of  the  un- 
speakable love  of  Christ  may  be 
the  main  spring  of  all  my  actions 
to  the  end  of  life.     I  want  to  feel 
indifferent  to  the  pleasures,  and 
enjoyments,    and    honours,  and 
emoluments  of  this  world,  and  live 
wholly  for  God  and  his  cause.  I 
want  a  stronger  faith.     The  Bur- 
mans  have  a  word  which  means 
to  set  before  oar  eyes;   I  want  a 
faith  which  will  "set  before  my 
eyes"  all  the  great  things  which 
the  word  of  God  contains,  that  they 
may  be  as  real  to  me,  as  though  I 
had  seen  them  with  my  eyes,  and 
they  were  continually  present  with 
me.    Of  such  faith  I  have  as  yet 
obtained  but  a  scanty  portion.  I 
feel  assured  that  you  will  pray  the 
Lord  to  increase  my  faith.  You 
will  perceive  by  the  date  of  this 
letter  that  1  am  devoting  to  you  one 


of  the  last  hours  of  an  expiring 
year.  How  rapidly  time  flies  away  * 
And  with  it  many  of  our  dear 
friends  are  passing  into  eternity ! 
Several  of  the  friends  of  my  youth 
have  recently  been  called  away 
since  I  saw  you,  among  whom  you 
have  mentioned  Mr.  Holton.  Re- 
specting Mr.  Holton,  I  feel  disposed 
to  make  a  few  remarks  which  will 
be  new,  and  perhaps  interesting  to 
you.  Nothing  that  I  can  say,  will 
be  of  any  service  to  him  now,  but 
it  may  be  a  satisfaction  to  his 
friends,  to  know,  that  he  was  in- 
strumental in  no  very  inconsidera- 
ble degree,  in  deepening  those  feel- 
ings of  heart  which  resulted,  I 
trust,  in  my  conversion  to  God. 
Well  do  I  remember  the  first  inter- 
view I  ever  had  with  him,  and  from 
that  time  forward  it  was  his  con- 
stant endeavour  (as  it  seemed  and 
still  seems  to  me)  to  win  me  to 
Christ.  Once  when  he  saw  my 
spirits  were  depressed,  he  said,  I 
hope  you  will  not  find  rest  '  till  you 
find  it  in  Jesus.'  About  that  time, 
he  taught  a  small  class  of  the  stu- 
dents to  sing,  and  I  could  often 
!  discover  the  workings  of  his  heart, 
|  in  the  general  conduct  of  the  eve- 
|  ning  when  we  were  together.  He 
used  to  close  the  interview  by  a 
prayer  in  which  I  always  felt  that 
my  salvation  was  the  main  subject 
of  his  petitions.  He  always  watch- 
I  ed  with  a  tender  solicitude,  the 
j  state  of  my  mind,  and  was  constant- 
I  ly  endeavouring  to  impart  to  me 
j  some  valuable  instruction.  In  this 
way  I  consider  that  he  was  in  a 
|  considerable  degree  instrumental 
in  my  conversion,  although  I  had 
I  many  serious  reflections  before  I 
knew  him ;  and  there  were  others 
whose  instructions,  exhortations, 
and  prayers,  contributed  a  share  in 
the  blessed  work.  I  can  most 
heartily  say  I  wish  I  had  much  more 
of  the  spirit  he  usually  manifested 
during  our  residence  at  Waterville. 
You  will  recollect  that  in  the  year 
1822,  some  unusual  efforts  were 
made  in  Water ville  for  the  estab 
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lishment  of  Sunday  Schools, — and 
a  Sunday  School  Society  was  form- 
ed with  encouraging  prospects.  It 
may  be  a  satisfaction  to  you  to 
know  that  Mr.  Holton  was  a  lead- 
ing person  in  commencing  and 
promoting  these  efforts.  I  well 
remember  the  time  (it  was  a  pleas- 
ant afternoon  of  Lord's  day)  when 
he  and  his  young  friend  retired  in- 
to the  grove  north  of  the  College, 
and  under  a  clump  of  young  pines, 
knelt  down  and  prayed  for  direc- 
tion in  regard  to  this  interesting 
subject.  It  was  a  very  precious 
season.  The  two  friends  felt  that 
God  had  heard  them,  and  would  be 
with  them.  They  went  forward  in 
his  strength,  and  with  the  co-opera- 
tion of  other  friends,  the  society 
for  Sunday  Schools  was  soon  con- 
stituted with  promising  prospects. 
Mr.  Holton  was  a  man  of  prayer. 
When  we  had  been  absent  on  a 
vacation  and  met  again,  he  would 
propose  to  engage  in  prayer  and 
confession,  and  thanksgiving.  Thus 
was  the  good  man  preparing  while 
in  College  for  that  crown  of  glory 
which  was  so  soon  to  be  awarded 
him.  May  the  College  with  which 
you  are  connected,  constantly  be 
blest  by  the  example  and  prayers 
of  students,  much  resembling  our 
dear  departed  brother. 

You  will  excuse  my  having  writ- 
ten so  much  on  this  subject,  as  I 
write  from  feeling  and  knowledge 
to  those  who  I  know  will  rejoice  in 
the  grace  which  God  was  pleased 
to  bestow  on  his  young  servant. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Trawin  of  Kidda- 
pore,  (near  Calcutta)  who  has  been 
eminently  useful  among  the  heath- 
en, and  of  whose  success  I  have 
heretofore  given  you  some  account, 
has  suddenly  been  called  from  his 
labours.  This  providence  is  ex- 
ceedingly dark,  but  we  may  be  as-  | 
sured  it  is  well  ordered.  The 
work  is  God's,  and  he  will  furnish 
instruments  to  carry  it  on. 

Our  prospects  we  hope  are 
brightening.  Last  evening,  two 
men  and  a  woman  proposed  them- , 


selves  as  candidates  for  baptism. 
We  have  hopes  of  them  all,  but 
shall  wait  a  little  while  before  re- 
ceiving them.    A  priest,  the  sec- 
ond in  rank  in  the  place,  has  late- 
ly begun  to  examine  the  christian 
|  religion,  and  visits  brother  Wade's 
zayat  every  day.     He  sometimes 
!  speaks  of"  changing  religion,"  &c. 
|  We  hope  and  pray  that  he  may 
i  be  guided  by  the  Spirit  of  all  truth. 
!  Several  others  are  inquiring  Mrs. 
Boardman  and  myself  are  still  study- 
ing   the  language    and  teaching 
children. 

January  1,  1828.  In  mercy 
we  are  spared  to  enter  on  a  new 
year,  and  to  send  our  christian  sal- 
tation and  good  wishes.  I  feel  a 
strong  desire  that  during  this  year, 
God  may  be  pleased  to  enlarge  his 
kingdom  more  than  in  any  year 
since  the  christian  era.  I  know 
you  will  unite  in. this  desire.  Mrs. 
Boardman  is  now  surrounded  by 
a  group  of  Burman  girls,  and  is  de- 
lighted with  her  employment. 
What  with  her  labours  in  this  de- 
partment, and  her  family  cares, 
she  finds  but  little  time  for  corres- 
pondence. Our  dear  little  Sarah 
is  just  now  indisposed,  but  we  hope 
her  sickness  will  not  be  severe.  Do 
pray  that  God  may  adopt  her  as 
his  child. 

Yours  in  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

G.  D.  BOARDMAN 


BURMAN  MISSION. 


extracts  from  mr.  boardman  s 
journal,  from  oct.  28,  1827. 
to  jan.  2,  1828. 

Oct.  28,  1827,  Lord's-day  eve- 
ning.   Till  to-day  I  have  never  had 
the  pleasure  of  a  free  conversation 
j  with  a  Burman  Christian.  This 
has  been  owing  principally  to  my 
I  having  none  of  them  with  me,  and 
I  when  I  have  met  with  them  I  have 
i  not  felt  able  to  speak  their  lan- 
|  guage.   This  evening  I  have  been 
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conversing  with  Moung  Ing.  He 
has  lately  returned  from  Mergui, ! 
where  he  has  spent  a  lew  months  in  j 
preaching  to  his  countrymen  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ.    In  my 
previous  conversations  with  Bur 
mans,  I  had  uniformly  been  obliged 
to  combat  their  prejudices  and  bear  ! 
with  their  weaknesses,  but  in  Moung 
Ing  I  found  a  friend  and  a  brother,  i 
While  the  language  of  love  and  j 
praise  to  the  Redeemer  flowed  from  j 
this  convert's  tongue,  the  Burman 
language  seemed  much  more  pleas- 
ant than  ever  before.    It  gave  me 
a  pleasure  which  I  cannot  describe 
to  hear  him  relate  his  conversion, 
and  his  present  feelings  and  hopes. 
He  has  a  firm  conviction  that  ere 
long  the  gospel  will  spread  over  this 
whole  country.    Relying  on  the  di- 
vine power,  and  faithfulness,  and 
grace,  he  says,  we  need  not  fear, 
nor  be  discouraged.     Christ  has 
power,  (he  added,)  and  I  daily 
pray  in  secret  and  in  publick,  that 
he  will  exert  that  power,  and  bring 
the  nations  of  the  earth  to  the 
knowledge  of  himself. 

Nov.  4,  Lord's-day.  Conversed 
with  Moung  Shwa-ba,  another  of 
the  native  Christians.  His  mind 
seemed  solemn,  and  he  feels  much 
encouragement.  He  knows  some 
who  are  examining  the  new  reli- 
gion. 

Nov  29.  I  think  we  never  before 
received  at  any  one  time  so  much 
good  news  from  our  native  land,  as 
to-day.  Besides  various  periodical 
publications,  we  have  letters  from 
our  dear  lamily  connexions  and 
many  other  friends.  Nearly  all  our 
letters  contain  accounts  of  the  won- 
derful works  of  God  in  beloved 
America.  Surely ,  God  is  good  to 
Israel.  Our  hearts  have  overflow- ; 
ed  with  gratitude,  and  we  im  me- 
diately inquire,  "  When,  O  w  l.en 
shall  the  gospel  thus  triumph  in  this 
land  of  darkness?"  Our  hopes  are! 
somewhat  encouraged.  We  are 
now  settled  in  a  very  favourable 
spot,  enjoying  ev.^ry  advantage 
which  a  most  salubrious  climate, 
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(for  India,)  and  most  perfect  reli- 
jgious  toleration  can  afford,  and  I 
hope  I  may  add,  we  feel  a  united 
[and  ardent  desire  to  devote  the  re- 
mainder of  our  days  to  the  spiritual 
welfare  of  this  people. 

It  is  proposed  to  enlarge  our 
[school,  if  events  in  providence 
should  favour  the  design.  We  hope 
j  now  to  be  able  in  some  measure  to 
j  gratify  the  wishes  of  our  friends  in 
I  North- Yarmouth,  and  Framingham, 
land  Lower  Dublin,  who  have  been 
contributing  so  long  for  the  reli- 
gious instruction  of  Bur-nan  boys. 
I  hope  God  will  be  pleased  to  make 
this  school  a  rich  blessing. 

Dec.  2.  This  evening  I  have 
enjoyed  the  privilege  of  uniting 
with  the  Burman  Christians  in  cel- 
ebrating the  Saviour's  dying  love. 
This  privilege  I  have  for  years  long- 
ed for,  but  never  enjoyed  it  before. 
How  delightful  to  unite  with  those 
who  were  once  involved  in  all  the 
darkness  of  paganism,  in  commem- 
orating the  grace  of  him  who  hath 
called  us  out  of  darkness  into  his 
marvellous  light.  At  the  Lord's  ta- 
ble, two  native  Christians  prayed. 
Brother  Judson  then  read  a  por- 
tion of  Scripture,  and  made  some 
remarks  in  Burman,  then  made  an 
extract  from  Haweis'  "  Spiritual 
Communicant's  Companion,"  in 
English,  then  prayed  in  Burman 
and  in  English  before  administering 
the  bread;  then  prayed  in  like  man- 
ner before  the  cup.  It  was  to  me 
a  solemn  and  delightful  scene  ;  and 
although  our  number  was  small,  we 
hope  Christ  was  present.  We  an- 
ticipate an  increase  of  numbers  soon. 
To-morrow  morning  we  shall  ob- 
serve the  monthly  concert  of  prayer 
in  English.  May  the  Lord  vouch- 
safe to  us  his  blessed  presence. 

4.  This  evening,  I  called  my 
two  Burman  scholars  into  my  room, 
and  had  the  following  conversation 
with  them. 

"  Do  you  remember  your  moth- 
er?" 

"  Yes,  Sir,  we  think  of  her  every 
day." 
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"  What  did  she  say  to  you  when  ! 
she  vis  with  you?" 

"  When  she  was  ill  she  could 
not  speak  to  us." 

"  What  did  she  say  before  she 
was  taken  ill." 

"  She  said  we  must  give  diligence 
to  become  disciples." 

"  Did  she  sometimes  pray  with 
you?" 

u  Yes,  Sir,  every  Lord's-day,  and 
sometimes  on  other  days,  she  took 
us  oat  irJo  a  retired  place,  and 
prayed  with  us  " 

"  When  she  was  first  taken  ill, 
what  did  she  say  to  you?" 

"  She  said,  I  shall  give  you  to  the 
teachers,  but  I  shall  tro  to  heaven 
to  be  with  Curist.  Sue  was  not 
afraid  to  die." 

"  What  sort  of  a  place  do  you 
think  heaven  is  ?" 

**  God  is  there,  Christ  is  there, 
and  there  is  no  pain,  nor  poverty, 
nor  sickness,  nor  old  ag<>,  nor  death, 
nor  sin  ;  but  holiness  an  J  happi- 
ness." 

"  Do  you  wish  to  become  disci- 
ples?" 

"  Yes,  Sir,  very  much." 

"Which  would  you  rather  be,  a 
disciple,  or  a  rich  man 


pair.  The  interview  was  closed 
with  a  short  exhortation,  and  the 
boys  repeated  a  prayer  adapted  to 
the  state  of  those  who  wish  to  be- 
come disciples. 

This  conversation  convinced  me 
of  the  great  importance  of  giving 
Christian  instruction  to  children. 
Mali  Men-lay  had  been  a  Christian 
only  about  seven  years.  But  how 
much  divine  knowledge  had  she  in- 
stilled into  the  minds  of  these  two 
boys.  They  probably  know  more 
of  the  gospel  than  most  boys  of 
their  age  in  Christian  countries. 

8.    Received  this  morning  a  let- 
ter from  Dr.  Price,  dated  Sagaing, 
Nov.  7,  in  which  he  says,  "  My 
situation  is  lonely  in  the  extreme^ 
j  and  my  health  bad.    But  God  has 
put  it  into  the  heart  of  Mr.  L.  a 
,  merchant  at  Ava,  to  visit  me  almost 
every  day,  and  to  administer  every 
cons  >lation  which  friendship  can 
suggest.    He  urges  me  very  much 
to  try  the  sea  air  ;  and  he  even  offers 
himself  to  remove  to  Sagaiug,  and 
take  charge  of  my  family  in  my  ab- 
!  sence.    I  feel  sometimes  disposed 
;  to  take  his  advice,  but  I  have  not 
energy  of  mind  e.iough  to  deter- 
mine upon  so  rough  an  expedient. 
"  1  had  rather  be  a  disciple,"  said    The  king  and  his  government  treat 


i,  each  of  them. 

"  Why  had  you  rathei  be  a  disci- 
ple?" 

"  Because  wealth  is  enjoyed  but 
a  short  time,  and  can  do  its  pos- 
sessor no  good  when  he  dies." 

"  Why  do  you  not  become  disci- 
ples?" 

"  Because  we  are  under  the  pow-  j 
er  of  the  devil." 

"  Who  is  the  devil  ?" 

"  He  is  a  powerful  spirit,  who  de-  | 
ceivesmen  exceedingly.    Formerly  j 
he  was  a  good  angel.    But  he  sin- ! 
ned  against  God,  and  was  driven 
out  of  heaven,  and  he  came  to  this 
world  ;  and  he  deceived  Adam  and 
Eve  ;  he  is  a  great  deceiver." 

Having  said  this,  the  younger 
boy,  who  is  about  nine  years  of  age, 
gave  me  a  very  correct  account  of 


*he  creation  and  fall  of  the  first  1 1  God  seems  tQ  be  waiting  to  poux 


me  with  their  usual  kindness;  and 
my  school  as  well  as  my  preaching 
is  in  a  favourable  state." 

Previous  accounts  represented 
that  Dr.  Price  was  very  ill  of  a 
consumption. 

16.  To-day  I  have  had  the 
great  pleasure  of  receiving,  (through 
the  kindness  of  a  Philadelphia 
friend,)  a  file  of  the  "  Coin  nbian 
Star"  for  more  than  a  year.  Tiese 
are  the  first  religious  newspapers 
of  any  kin  I  which  I  have  received 
since  leaving  America,  and  they 
have  afforded  a  rich  feast.  How 
encouraging  it  is  to  our  hearts  to 
be  informed  of  the  won  lerful  spread 
of  the  gospel  at  home.  I  am  led  to 
think,  that  at  the  present  day,  the 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
a  blessing  easily  to  be  obtained,. 
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trnt  his  Spirit  on  those  that  ask 
him.  Tins  is  surely  a  time  of  the 
right  hand  of  the  Most  High. 
May  we  all  be  encouraged  to  look 
to  God  with  more  habitual  depen- 
dence and  expectation. 

Jan.  1,  18-28.  [Mr.  B.  recites 
various  incidents  which  had  occur- 
red during  the  year,  and  adds:] 

Here  I  erect  my  Ebenezer,  and 
say,  *  hitherto  hath  the  Lord  helped 
me,'  and  praised  be  his  name  for- 
ever and  ever. 

During  the  ensuing  year,  I  de-  | 
sire  to  be  more  exclusively  devoted 
to  Christ  than  I  have  ever  been  ; 
to  be  more  constant  and  circum- 
spect  in  imitating  him ; — to  be 
more  spiritual  in  my  thoughts  and 
conversation ; — to  follow  my  own 
will  less,  and  God's  more ; — to 
pray  more  earnestly,  and  to  believe 
more  strongly  ; — to  be  more  willing 
to  deny  and  mortify  myself  ; — to 
forget  the  tilings  that  are  behind, 
and  to  press  forward  ; — to  be  actu- 
ated in  all  my  conduct  by  a  sense 
of  the  div  ine  love,  and  of  the  truth 
of  those  wonderful  things  which 
are  taught  in  the  Scriptures.  I  de- 
sire also  that  my  family,  my  rela- 
tions, my  friends,  benefactors,  and 
correspondents,  may  be  crown- 
ed with  divine  blessings  ;  and  that 
this  year  may  be  distinguished 
above  all  preceding  ones,  by  a  more 
copious  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  ai.d  a  more  extensive  spread 
of  the  gospel. 

If  I  should  be  called  into  eterni- 
ty before  the  close  of  the  year,  I 
desire  that  I  may  be  enabled  to 
leave  a  dying  testimony  to  the  ex- 
cellency of  the  gospel  and  the  pre- 
ciousness  of  Christ,  and  that  washed 
in  atoning  blood,  I  may  be  gracious- 
ly admitted  into  the  glorious  pre- 
sence of  my  dear  Redeemer. 

[Here  Mr.  B.  reviews  the  past 
year  in  reference  to  himself  and 
family, — gives  a  summary  history 
of  the  Mission  for  the  year,  and 
closes  with  the  following  : — ] 


|  Since  the  removal  of  the  estab- 
lishment from  Amherst  to  this 
place,  three  persons  have  proposed 
themselves  as  candidates  for  chris- 
tian baptism.    They  will  probably 

;  be  received  soon.     A  priest  who 

\  has  worn  the  sacred  garments  twen- 
ty-seven years,  and  is  second  in 

;  rank  in  this  region,  and  several 
others  appear  hopeful.     About  the 

1  close  of  November,  I  took  Mah- 
men  lay's  two  boys,  as  a  com- 
mencement of  a  small  school.  Soon 
after,  Mr.  Wade  commenced 
preaching  in  his  zayat  near  Tavoy- 
zoo.  Dr  Judson  is  now  erecting 
for  himself  a  zayat  at  Goung-za- 
gewn.     Mrs.  Boardman  is  united 

|  with  Mrs.  Wade  in  managing  the 
female  school  which  promises  much 
usefulness.  Moung-Ing,  who  was 
ordained  early  in  the  year,  goes 
about  through  the  town  discussing 
religion,  and  meets  with  some  op- 
position and  some  encouragement. 
In  the  course  of  the  year,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  tracts  and  parts 
of  the  Scripture  have  been  distribut- 
ed, and  the  gospel  has  been  declar- 
ed more  or  less  fully  to  several  thou- 
sands who  never  before  heard  of 
pardoning  mercy.  Still  we  cannot 
speak  of  any  general  excitement. 
Our  eyes  are  unto  God.  Every 
blessing  must  come  from  him.  O, 
Lord,  revive  thy  work! 

Jan.  2.  This  morning  I  called 
my  two  scholars  into  my  study,  and 
asked  them  if  they  knew  who  fur- 

|  nished  them  their  means  of  subsis- 

I  tence.  "God  furnishes  it,"  said 
the  younger  one.  "  That  is  true 
(I  said)  but  he  does  not  come  down 
and  fed  you  with  his  own  hands. 
What  man  is  it  that  supplies  your 
wants?"  "It  is  God,  (he  added 
with  earnestness,)  he  <rives  us  every 
thing."    "  True,  (said  I",)  but  how 

I  does  he  supply  you  ?  Is  it  not  by 
inducing  some  man  or  men  to  give 
for  you  V  "  I  think  so,  (said  the 
elder,)  it  must  be  the  teachers  who 
support  us," — but  the  younger  was 
unwilling  to  give  up  his  point.  I 

I:  at  length,  made  them  both  under- 
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stand  that  God  had  disposed  certain 
individuals  in  America  to  contri- 
bute to  the  support  both  of  them 
and  us.  I  added  that  I  had  just 
received  a  letter  from  one  of  those 
benefactors  in  which  I  am  request- 
ed to  send  home  some  specimens 
of  Burman  writing.  "  Would  you 
like  to  write  something  V  They 
both  seemed  thankful  and  pleased, 
and  said  they  could  not  write,  but 
they  would  dictate  if  I  would  kind- 
b  write  for  them,  in  the  course 
of  the  day  they  both  came  and  in- 
dicted a  short  letter. 

I  have  lately  adopted  the  plan  of 
calling  them  to  me  before  break 
fast,  and  after  tea  every  day,  when 
each  of  them  repeats  an  appropriate 
form  of  prayer  ,  after  which,  I  en- 
deavour though  in  a  very  feeble 
and  imperfect  manner,  to  pray  in 
their  language.     This  last,  seems 
to  deepen  the  solemnity  of  the  oc-j 
caSiOii,  while  it  affords  me  a  good 
opportunity  to  practise  in  this  dif- 
ficult exercise;   and  I  hope  God; 
may  hear  the  prayer  of  sincere  de-| 
sire,  even  (bough  it  be  not  clothed 
in  the  most  correct  and  appropriate  j 
language. 

On  Lord's-days  the  boys  are  j 
taught  a  catechism,  and  portions  of 
Scriptures;  and  are  examined  on 
the  sermon  which  they  have  heard 
at  the  Chapel,  and  any  other  exer- 
cise which  I  appoint  them. 

7.  Received  a  visit  from  Moung 
Dwah,  who  requests  baptism.    His  j 
conversation  is   very  satisfactory. 
}  eceived   another    boy    into  the 
school. 

1*2.  Attended  a  enure!  -meeting, 
when  Moung  Dwah  and  Mah  Hlah, 
having  requested  Christian  baptism, 
were  unanimously  admitted  as  can-! 
didates.  They  will  probably  be  i 
baptized  in  a  few  days 

Last  night,  the  house  of  Moung 
Ing,  one  of  the  Burman  Christians, 
who  lives  next  to  us,  was  broken 
open  and  plundered  by  thieves. 
We  heard  the  alarm,  but  did  not 
go  out,  as  we  were  not  sure  what 
was  the  cause.    Besides,  it  would 


have  been  dangerous  for  us  to  go, 
for  fear  of  liers  in  wait,  who  might 
injure  us,  or  sieze  the  opportunity 
for  burning  and  plundering  our 
house.  It  is  proposed  to  afford 
Moung  Ing,  some  assistance  in  his 
distress. 

17.  Witnessed  the  baptism  of 
Moung-Dwah  and  Mah-Hlah.  May 
they  go  on  their  way  rejoicing,  and 
may  many  be  induced  to  follow 
their  steps. 

GEO.  D.  BOARDMAN, 


THE   EXAMPLE   OF  CHRIST. 

The  Annual  Missionary  Meetings  are  pecu- 
Iiary  interesting  to  those  Christians  who 
are  zealously  engaged  in  spreading 
the  news  of  salvation  over  the  benighted 
lands  ol  India.  A|  the  Annual  Meeting 
of  the  Baptist  Missionary  Society,  at 
the  Wesleyan  Chapel,  in  London,  jn 
June  la  t,  Mr.  Robert  Hall  preached 
an  animated  Sermon,  1  Pet.  ii.  21,  from 
which  we  make  the  following  extiact. 

"  Finally.    Imitate  the  example 
of  Christ  in  his  care  for  sinners, 
for  the  perishing  souls  of  men,  and 
in  his  sending  forth  the  heralds  of 
salvalion  to  a  lost  and  perishing 
world.      Christ  became  the  first 
preacher  of  his  own  religion  ;  and 
he  se  nt  forth  his  apostles  tor  the 
same  important  purpose  ;  that  thus 
'the  word  which  at  first  began  to 
be  spoken  by  the  Lord,'  might  after- 
wards '  be  confirmed  by  them  that 
heard  him.'    And  in  proportion  as 
you  send  forth  proper  m<jn  to  preach 
Christ's  word — in  proportii  n  as  you 
lend  your  time,  your  property,  your 
influence,  your  prayers,  your  coun- 
sels, to  the  propagation  of  Chris- 
tianity, in  such  proportion  are  you 
imitating  Christ.    Christ  is  now  re- 
j  ceived  up  into  heaven  ;   he  lias  en- 
.  tered  into  his  glorious  rest; — but 
I  what  is  he  now  doing  ?     Does  he 
I  rest  in  inglorious  ease  ?     No  :  he 
|  rests ;   but  he  is  aiming  in  every 
!  way  to  gather  in  his  elect,  to  beat 
down  Fat^n's  kingdom,  to  prrmote 
I  the  salvation,  the  holiness  and  hap- 
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piness  of  '  a  great  multitude  which  j 
no  man  can  number.'     When  you 
look  round  on  the  world  lying  in 
darkness  and  in   the   shadow  ofi 
death,  and  aim  in  every  possible 
way  to  send  them  the  Gospel,  you 
are,  in  fact,  doing  his  work,  pre- 
paring for  his  triumphs,  increasing 
his  satisfaction.     You  are  acting 
the  part  of  the  good  shepherd  who 
goes  out  after  the  lost  sheep,  and 
when  he  has  found  it,  rej  >ices.  You  | 
are    instrumentally   sending  forth 
the  rod  of  his  strength,  and  aiming 
to  bring  men  into  obedience  to  him.  : 
By  the  means  which  you  are  t  ms 
carefully  and  zealously  employing, 
'  every  valley  shall  be  exalted,  and 
every  mountain  and   hill  shall  be 
made  low  ;  and  the  crooked  shall  be 
made  straight,  and  the  rough  places 
plain  ;  and  the  gl  >ry  of  the  Lord 
sh ill  be  revealed,  and  all  flesh  shall 
see  it  together.'     B-fbre  this  great 
and  important  work,  all  the  con- 
cerns of  the  world  die  away,  and 
are  left  at  an  immense  distance. 
This  is  the  -zran  l  concern  that  ocu- 
pies  our  minds,  and  engrosses  our 
care.    Christians  are  all  employed 
in  doing  this  one  work,  compared 
with  which  all  else  is  of  no  value. 
Engage  in  this  work,  my  frien  !s, 
with  all  your  souls.    Assault  heaven 
with  your  prayers,  and  Satan  and 
his  hosts  shall  fall  back  before  you. 
Prayer  is  mighty,  for  it  is  an  exer- 
cise in  which  you  are  not  alone. 
'  He   that    searcheth   the  hearts 
knoweth  what  is  the  mind  of  the 
Spirit,  because  he  maketh  interces- 
sion for  the  saints  according  to  the 
will  of  God.' — And  there  cannot  be 
a  more  sure  sign  of  the  soul's  de- 
votedness  to  Christ  than  an  earnest 
desire  that   '  all  the  ends  of  the 
earth  should  see    the  salvation  of 
God.'  " 

VALLEY  TOWNS. 


MR.  JONES  JOURNAL. 

July  21,  1827.  Passed  the  ninrht 
at  T.  R's.    His  wife  appeared  con- 


cerned about  her  soul,  but  back- 
ward to  communicate  her  feelin  vs. 
On  the  following  day,  preached 
from  John  iii.  3.  The  people  seem- 
ed to  listen  as  for  eternity.  Sever- 
al were  much  affected,  and  two  or 
three  appeared  to  be  in  agony  of  mind. 
Observing  this,  I  called  them  in, 
after  a  short  interval,  and  endeav- 
oured to  give  some  suitable  advice, 
and  concluded  with  prayer  They 
are  very  ignorant  and  need  much 
instruction. 

Arrived  at  home  in  the  evening. 
Mrs.  Jones  had  employed  the  day 
in  Sunday  School  and  other  family 
religiqus  exercises. 

23.  At  the  ferry  seven  miles 
from  the  Mission,  conversed  with  an 
old  black  man  who  is  sick,  and  en- 
deavoured to  point  out  to  him  the 
necessity  of  regeneration,  in  order 
to  a  meetness  for  heaven.  He  ap- 
peared to  have  no  notion  of  what 
was  meant  by  a  change  of  heart. 

Conversed  with  a  white  woman 
on  the  same  subject ;  she  seemed 
more  sensible  of  her  situation  as  a 
sinner,  and  desirous  to  know  the 
way  of  the  Lord 

25  Went  to  Tennessee,  and 
preached  three  times,  while  in  the 
the  settlement.  By  invitation,  of 
the  ministers  and  elders,  joined  in 
the  exercises  at  a  Presbyterian 
camp  meeting.  At  which  I  spent 
Saturday  and  Sunday,  July  29, 
very  pleasantly. 

Received  a  message  from  the 
marshal,  requesting  me  to  attend 
at  the   town-house   to-morrow,  to 
j  read  the  New  Constitution  to  the 
!  people.*    I  went  as  requested;  and 
I  found  great  part  of  the  inhabitants 
attending  the  Adoneeskee  or  Con- 
|  jowror.    They  were  just  going  to 
bathe,  it  being  the  first  day  of  their 
new  year,  i.  e.  of  eating  new  food, 
the  produce  of  the  present  season. 
Read  the  laws  from  noon  till  ni  fht. 


*  i  he  cun jtiiu lion,  and  law>  •  m>Q- 
quently  mentioned,  are  those  recently 
adopted  by  the  Clierokees.  The  marsha* 
is  an  officer  of  theirs. 
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Aug.  12,  Lord's-dav.  Heard  a 
good  account  of  the  effects  of  last 
meeting  at  Notley,  by  the  people 
who  came  from  there  to  worship 
with  us.  Four  or  five  appear  to 
be  in  earnest  for  salvation. 

A  young  man,  who  has,  for  sev 
eral  years,  been  a  very  wicked 
character,  has  been  stopped  in  his 
career.  O !  that  the  wounding 
and  the  healing  word  may  be 
carried  home  to  his  soul. 

After  breakfast,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Michel,  a  professor  in  the  Universi- 
ty of  North  Carolina,  arrived.  He 
is  on  a  scientific  tour,  examining 
the  geological  character  of  the 
country,  as  far  as  the  chartered 
limits  of  North  Carolina. 

Mrs.  Jones  had  a  Bible  class  in 
the  morning,  at  which  some  adult 
natives  attended.  Mr.  Michel 
preached  from  John  xii.  27,  an  in- 
structive discourse. 

The  Indians  also  sent  to  request 
me  to  come  and  finish  reading  the 
constitution,  which  I  did.  In  the 
evening,  had  some  conversation 
with  the  young  man  alluded  to  yes- 
terday. He  said  he  was  sensible 
of  his  miserable  condition  by 
nature, — that  he  seemed  as  if  he 
were  alone  in  the  world — he  never 
felt  so  deeply  his  situation,  as  when 
at  Notley.  I  lent  him  Doddridge's 
rise  and  progress.  He  was  once 
a  pupil  at  this  school. 

14.  Preached  from  Acts  ix.  11. 
"  Behold  he  prayeth."  I  felt  much 
liberty.  Almost  all  seemed  deeply 
affected.  I  hope  some  good  will 
be  the  result.  O  that  the  Lord 
would  make  us  humUe  and  thank- 
ful for  the  pn  cious  visits  of  his 
grace ! 

18.  Preached  at  Notley,  from 
2  Cor.  vi.  2.  "  Behold  now  is  the 
accepted  time,  &c  "  Found  much 
freedom  and  enlargement,  and  the 
people  seemed  to  listen  as  having 
eternity  in  view.  I  heard  the  pleas- 
ant news  that  some,  the  last  meet- 
ing, had  become  deeply  concerned, 
and  seemed  to  be  in  earnest  about 
theii  salvation,  and  others  were  in- 


quiring.    After  an  interval,  1  in* 

vited  those  who  were  anxious,  to 
return,  and  I  would  converse  with 
them.     They  all  came,    and  the 
other  people  crowded  in  too,  as  if 
desirous  to  hear  every  word.    I  en- 
deavouied  to  give  some  advice  suit- 
ed to  the  state  of  awakened  sinners. 
Those  who  appear  to  be  thus  affect- 
ed are  generally  very  ignorant  of 
;  the  nature  and  effect  of  a  religious 
J  change.    They  seem  to  be  astonish- 
!  ed  at  one  another,  and  hardly  know 
|  what  to  make  of  it.     They  behave 
very  orderly,  deep  concern  is  de- 
!  picted  on  their  countenance,  the 
J  bursting  tear  is  seen  to  drop,  and 
the  labouring  breast  seems  heaving 
with  penitential  sorrow. 

19,  Lord's-day.  In  the  family 
with  which  I  lodged,  expounded 
part  of  Roman  viii.  ;  they  seemed 
to  listen  with  attention  to  the  privi- 
leges of  them  that  are  in  C;.nst 
Jesus.  Two  hours  bef  >re  preach- 
ing time,  a  number  of  people  had 
:  assembled.  Endeavoured  to  im- 
I  prove  the  time  in  singing  and  pray- 
er. A  little  before  twelve  all  the 
'  inhabitants  of  the  town  who  could 
understand  English,  being  present, 
preached  from  Mitt.  xxiv.  07. 
"But  as  the  days  of  Noe  were,  so 
also  shall  the  coming  of  the  Son  of 
man  be."  I  felt  much  liberty,  but 
was  quite  exhausted  at  the  conclu- 
sion. After  serm  m,  spoke  to  s  »me 
who  appeared  under  serious  impres- 
sions. Found  two  females  in  a 
hopeful  state,  but  had  no  opportu- 
nity to  inquire  at  large  into  their 
exercises.  After  an  interval,  gave 
some  advice  to  the  anxious,  and 
warning  to  the  careless,  inviting 
them  to  come  to  the  Saviour. 

[Mr  Jones  here  introduces  an 
account  of  a  journey  undertaken 
by  him  to  meet  a  deputation  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  to  visit  his 
Station.  At  the  French  Broad  As- 
sociation, he  found  the  Rev  Iveson 
L.  Brooks  who  had  been  designated 
to  this  service,  and  conducted  him 
home,  where  they  arrived  the  30th 
of  August.      Mr.  Brooks  entered 
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immediately  upon  his  duties,  and 
on  Saturday  Sept.  I,  preached.] 

The  people  were  very  attentive. 
After  preaching,    brother  Brooks 
spoke  very  closely  to  Ann  Judson, 
a  young  Catauba  girl ;    he   was  j 
pleased  with  her  answers,  though 
she  could  do  little  more  than  weep.  I 
She  said  she  could  not  be  hapjy  j 
without  Ciirist ;  nor  could  she  think 
of  living  any  other  than  a  life  de-  j 
voted  to  God,  even  if  she  were  sure  , 
of  going  to  heaven  at  last.    He  al-  . 
so  spoke  to  a  younii;  'nan,  who  said  J 
he  had  been  in  trouble  about  his  j 
soul,  for  about  two  months,  and  ac-  ! 
knowledged  that  he  had  lived  a ; 
most  profligate  life. 

A  female  from  Notley,  coming  I 
in  just  tiien,  in  answer  to  brother 
Brooks'  interrogation,  expressed  , 
deep  anxiety  of  mind.  She  said  jj 
she  would  willingly  part  with  all  (. 
she  had  in  the  world  to  become  a 
christian. 

Brother  Brooks  had  some  faithful 
talk  with  the  United  States'  Inter- 
preter, and  a  messenger  in  company 
with  him.  The  latter  seemed  very 
attentive  and  interested.  Finding 
he  could  read,  and  was  not  in  pos- 
session of  a  Bible  I  presented  him 
with  one,  which  he  promised  to 
read,  and  immediately  commenced.  j 
At  night  some  persons  from  sev- 
eral miles  off,  arrived,  ready  for 
preaching  to  morrow. 

Sept.  2,  Lord's-day.  Mr.  Brooks 
attended  the  Sunday  school  in  the 
morning ;  and  at  the  usual  hour 
preached  an  interesting  sermon. 
The  hearers  were  much  affected. 
He  afterwards  addressed  those  In- 
dians who  understood  no  English, 
through  an  interpreter. 

[Mr.  Jones  expresses  much  satis- 
faction in  the  visit  and  labours  of 
Mr.  Brooks,  which  we  are  confi-  ■ 
dent  were  productive  of  great  good. 
On  his  leaving  the  establishment, 
Mr.  Jones  accompanied  him  over  I 
the  mountains,  and  preached  sever- 
al times  on  his  way  out,  and  return-  t 
ing.    Nor  were  they  without  the ' 
gracious  operations  Qjf  the  Holy  I 


Spirit  at  home,  as  appears  from  the 
subjoined  extract  from  Mrs.  Jones' 
diary.] 

17.  "  Yesterday  being  Lord's- 
day,  and  my  dear  partner  from 
home,  I  endeavoured  to  improve 
the  time,  according  to  my  abilities. 
We  had  a  comfortable  sense  of  the 
Lord's  presence  at  family  worship. 
After  breakfast  commenced  Sun- 
day school,  seventeen  present. 
The  subject  for  religious  instruc- 
tion, was  the  parable  of  the  ten 
virgins.  Several  of  the  children 
seemed  much  concerned,  particu- 
larly during  prayer.  Aftei  school, 
an  Indian  brother,  and  some  other 
Indians  coming  in,  they  and  the 
children  amused  themselves  by 
singing  English  and  Indian  Hymns, 
till  brotner  John  Timson  arrived, 
who  held  a  little  meeting  with 
them.  Perceiving  two  of  the  girls 
much  affected,  and  earnestly  wish- 
ing to  see  the  impression  deepened, 
I  told  them  I  would  converse  with 
those  who  wished  it,  on  Christian 
experience,  after  evening  worship. 
Four  atteuded.  And  while  we 
were  thus  engaged,  it  pleased  the 
L  i  to  reveal  himself  to  our  be- 
loved pupil  Ann  Judson.  Her 
burden  of  guilt  was  gone.  Jesus 
appeared  unspeakably  precious, 
and  a  new  song  was  put  into  her 
mouth.  Painful  as  my  sufferings 
have  been  of  late,  I  felt  that  mo- 
ment, more  than  recompensed  for 
all.  While  talking  to  her,  I  was 
interrupted  by  deep  sobs  from  an- 
other girl,  whom  I  discovered  to 
be  in  an  agony  of  distress.  We 
supplicated  the  throne  of  grace  on 
her  behalf,  and  I  trust  our  cove- 
nant God  was  present.  O !  may 
she  not  cease  crying  to  the  Lord 
till  the  Saviour  appear  to  the  joy 
of  her  soul." 

23,  Lord's-day.  I  was  very  ill 
during  the  night  with  a  violent 
pain  in  my  head, — did  not  think  I 
should  have  been  able  to  go  through 
the  publick  exercises  of  the  day. 
At  the  usual  hour,  However,  the 
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anguish  being  a  little  abated,  I 
commenced,  expecting  only  to 
make  a  few  remarks,  but  the  L  )rd 
assisted  with  regard  to  body  and 
mind,  so  that  I  was  carried  through 
vlVi  much  liberty,  and  the  word 
seemed  to  have  free  course.  The 
whole  company  was  bathed  in  tears 
I  trust  the  Lord  was  present  of  a 
truth. 

After  a  little  rest,  proceeded  to 
the  river,  and  baptized  Ann  Jud- 
son  ,  and  afterwards,  our  little  band 
joined  in  the  celebration  of  the  Sa- 
vour's dying  love.     E.  JONES. 


KENNEBEC  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY, 
AUXILIARY  TO  THE  BAPTIST 
BOARD  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS. 

The  second  Annual  Meeting  of 
this  Society  was  held  in  Readfield, 
in  the  Baptist  Meeting-house,  on 
Wednesday,  Feb.  27,  1828. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  Rev.  John 
Butler  of  Winthrop,  delivered  the 
annual  sermon,  from  1  Cor.  ix.  19, 
in  which  he  considered  what  Chris- 
tians might  do  in  extending  the 
kingdom  of  the  Redeemer ;  and 
the  powerful  motives  which  should 
excite  them  to  make  every  exer- 
tion. After  the  sermon  a  collec- 
tion was  made  to  aid  the  cause  of 
missions,  amounting  to  87,42. 

Rev.  Dr.  Chaplin,  President  of 
the  Society,  took  the  chair ;  Rev. 
Jesse  Martin  of  Vassalboro',  ad- 
dressed the  throne  of  grace  for  a 
blessing  on  the  meeting. 

The  Report  of  the  Secretary  was 
read  and  accepted. 

The  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was 
read  and  accepted. 

The  following  officers  were  elect- 
ed for  the  year  ensuing ;  viz. 

Rev.  Dr.  Chaplin,  of  Waterville,  Pres. 
Elijah  Barrell,  Esq.  of  Greene,  ^ 
Rev.  John  Butler,  of  Winthrop,  !  Vice 
John  Hovey,  Esq.  of  Augusta,    [  Pres. 
Mr.  John  Sawtell,  of  Sidney,  J 
John  Hovey,  Esq.  of  Augusta,  Treas. 
T.  D.  Scudder,  Esq.  of  Hallowell,  )  Assist. 
Rev.  Joseph  Torrey,  of  Readfield,  >  Treas. 
Rev.  D.  Chessman,  of  Hallowell,  Sec'ry. 
Rev.  Ezra  Going,  of  Sidney,  Auditor. 


Resolved,  That  an  Abstract  of 
the  Treasurer's  R  >p  >rt  oe  prime  J 
in  the  American  Biptist  Magazine. 

Rev  Dr.  Chaplin  was  appointed 
to  preach  the  next  annual  sermon; 
an  J  in  case  of  failure,  Rev.  J.  Tor- 
rey. 

Rev.  D.  Chessman,  J.  Hovey, 
aud  T.  D.  Scudder,  Esqrs.  were 
appointed  a  Committee,  and  author- 
ized to  alter  the  time  of  the  annual 
meeting,  if  in  their  opinion  expe- 
dient. This  Committee  have  de- 
cided that  it  is  expedient  to  have 
the  next  annual  meeting  on  the  2d 
Wednesday  in  February,  1829. 

Resolved,  That  the  next  annual 
meeting  be  held  in  Hallowell,  in 
the  Baptist  M ^eting-nouse ;  and 
that  the  publick  services  commence 
at  10  o'clock. 

Resolved,  That  an  Agent  be  ap- 
pointed to  visit  each  of  the  Auxili- 
aries connected  with  the  Baptist 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and 
report  at  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  this  Society,  their  state  and  pros- 
pects ;  that  our  hands  may  be 
strengthened  and  our  hearts  en- 
couiaged. 

The  meeting  was  closed  with 
prayer. 

The  season  was  remarkably 
pleasant  and  interesting;  for  it  wis 
evident  that  the  Missionary  spirit 
was  increasing ;  and  that  the  So- 
ciety felt  the  importance  in  some 
degree  of  attempting  great  things, 
as  well  as  expecting  great  things 
in  promoting  the  kingdom  of  the 
Redeemer. 

REPORT 

Of  the  Treasurer's  Account  from  Feb.  28, 
1827,  to  Feb.  28,  1828,  as  audited  and 
accepted  at  the  Second  Annual  Meet- 
ing. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  Feb. 

23,  1827,        -       -       -  40,39 

From  Bloomfield  P.  S.  14,20 

Bloomfield  F.  P.  S  -  12,23—26,43 
Bowdoin  2d  Church,  -  6,40 
Chesterville  P.  S.  -  -  11,52 
China  P.  S.  -  15,50 

„  Contribution,     -  3,47 
„  Miss  Deborah  Hansconi  40—19,37 
Fayette  P.  S.    -       -  10,00 
Fayette  F.  P.  S.       -  19,75—29,75 
Fairfield  P.  S.         -      -  5,37 


Sabbath  School  Exercise  by  a  Cherokee  Girl. 


4Green  P.  S.  including  $2,75  F. 

Ben.  Soc.  -  ,  -  -  12,00 
Harmony  P.  S.  -       -  1,00 

HaJiowell  P.  S.  -  18,50 

Hallowell  F.  P.  S        -  4,40—22,90 
Leeds  P.  S.         -       -  10,84 
Leeds  F.  P.  S      -       -  10,50—21,34 
Monmouth  and  Wales  P.  S.  9,01 

-  1,55—11,06 
Mount  Vernon  P.  S.     -  10,56 
P.  S.    -  5,00 
„    F.  P.  S.    -  7,06—22,56 
New  Sharon  P.  S.       -  14,90 

„     P.  S.        -  12,50—27,40 
fteadfield  P.  S.     -       -  13,50 
„  Contribution  at  an.  m.  7,42 
Readfield  F.  P.  S.        -  7,77—28,69 
Sidney  F.  P.  S.  -  18,66 

„  Col.  for  For.  Miss.  5,59—24,25 
Winthrop  P.  S.  -  -  -  13,00 
Cornville,  friend  to  missions,  1,00 
Monville,  Miss  Lucy  Fry  -  ,88 
Livermore,  friend  for  educating 

Indian  Children,  -  -  2,00 
Waterville,   Dr.  Chaplin 

and  tamily,  5,00 
rt       „  Dr.  Chapiu  and 

family,  5,00 
„  Rev.  A.  Briggs,  1,00 
„       „  Friend  to  miss.  1,10 
50 

,25—12,85 
Vassalboro,  Reuben  Priest,  ,50 
„  Isaiah  Burgess,  -  ,50 
„  John  Collins,  -  ,50 
„  Holman  Johnson,  2d,  ,50 
„  Ira  Merrill,  -  ,50 
„  Jefferson  Priest,  ,50 
„  Holman  Johnson,  Esq.  1,00 
„  Rev.  J.  Martin,  ,50 
„  Allathea  Stickney,  ,25 
„  Sally  Johnson  -  ,50 
„  Eliza  Johnson  -  ,50 
„    Coker  Marble,    -       ,50—  0.25 


Total, 


1  hereby  certify  that  I  have  carefully 
examined  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer, 
John  Hovey,  Esq.  as  above  exhibited,  and 
find  them  correct. 

T  D.  SCUDDER,  Auditor. 


SABBATH     SCHOOL.     EXERCISE    BY  A 
CHEROKEE  GIRL. 

We  give  the  following  Sabbath  School  ex- 
ercise by  a  Cherokee,  as  it  was  com- 
municated to  us  in  her  own  hand  writ- 
ing, from  the  Valley  Towns.  It  is  cal- 
culated to  show  with  how  much  care 
the  children  are  taught  to  search  the 
Scripture?,  and  from  'hem  deduce  im- 
portant christian  principles. 

Find  proof  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
represented  in  the  Scripture  under 
Sept.  1828. 
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the  threefold  character,  of  Prophet, 
Priest  and  King;  and  say  in  what 
way  our  Lord  executes  each  of 
those  offices. 

Heb.  vi.  20.  "  Whither  the 
forerunner  is  for  us  entered ; 
even  Jesus,  made  an  high  Priest  for- 
ever, alter  tiie  order  of  Melcins- 
edec." 

John  vi.  14.  "This  is  of  a  truth 
that  Prophet  that  should  come  into 
the  world." 

John  i.  17.  "  For  the  law  came 
by  Moses ;  but  grace  and  truth 
came  by  Jesus  Christ." 

Matt.  ii.  2  "  He  that  is  born 
King  of  the  Jews." 

Heb.  vii.  26.  "  For  such  an  high 
Priest  became  us,  who  is  holy, 
harmless,  undefiled,  separate  fio;n 
sinners,  and  made  higher  than  the 
heavens." 

Rev.  xvii.  14.  "  These  shall  make 
war  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb 
shall  overcome  them,  for  he  is  Lard 
of  Lords  and  King  of  Kings." 

Luke  xvi.  16.  u  The  law  and 
the  prophets  were  until  John  ;  since 
that  time,  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
preached,  and  every  man  presseth 
into  it." 

A  prophet  is  a  person  who  fore- 
tells future  events  ;  it  is  particularly- 
applied  to  such  inspired  persons 
aYnong  the  Jews,  as  were  commis- 
sioned by  God  to  declare  hi  will 
and  purposes  to  that  people.  Jesus 
Christ  executes  the  office  of  a 
Prophet,  by  the  instruction  he  af- 
fords to  mankind  through  the  me- 
dium of  his  word,  and  by  the 
agency  of  his  spirit;  a  little  of  the 
divine  nature  was  known  by  the 
work  of  creation  ;  a  little  more  by 
Mosaic  dispensation ;  but  the  full 
manifestation  of  God,  his  nature, 
and  attributes,  came  only  through 
the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ. 

A  priest,  under  the  law,  was  a 
person  set  apart  to  perform  the 
offices  and  ceremonies  of  religion, 
and  offer  sacrifices ;  he  was  but  a 
fi  rure.  Under  the  gospel  di«pcn- 
s?.ti.«n,  thsre  is  but  one  Priest,  which 
is  Jesus  Christ,  and  no  sacrifice, 
35 
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but  that  of  his  cross.  A  king,  is 
a  person  of  supreme  rank,  therefore 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  to  tear  and 
obey  him.     Jesus  Christ   is  the 


King  Eternal,  Invisible,  Immortal, 
the  only  wise  God,  to  whom  be 
honour  and  glory  forever  and  ever; 

|  Amen. 


ADDRESS 


OP  THE  GENERAL  UNION  ON  THE  CHRISTIAN  SABBATH, 


The  exertions  which  Christians  in  gen- 
eral are  now  making  to  impress  on  the 
publiek  mind,  the  importance  of  keeping 
holy  the  Sabbath,  inspire  peculiar  joy  in 
every  pious  and  benevolent  breast.  The 
zeal  which  is  manifested  in  this  sacred  en- 
terprize,  promises  a  success  to  those  en- 
gaged in  it ;  for  they  act  upon  the  princi- 
ple, that  the  fruition  of  hope  in  the  ac- 
complishment of  a  good  cause,  depends 
upon  a  vigorous  and  pious  perseverance. 

We  were  led  to  these  remarks  in  read- 
ing the  Address  of  the  General  Union  for 
promoting  the  observance  of  the  Christian 
Sabbath,  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  delivered  at  a  General 
Convention  of  different  Religious  Denomi- 
nations held  in  New- York,  May  1,  1828, 
for  the  purpose  of  adopting  measures  to 
promote  the  better  observance  of  the 
Christian  Sabbath.  At  this  meeting  a 
Constitution  was  formed,  by  the  Delegates 
from  several  States  in  the  Union. 

We  should  be  glad  to  insert  the  Ad- 
dress entire  in  this  number  of  the  Mag- 
azine ;  but  our  limits  forbid,  and  we 
must  content  ourselves  with  giving  an  ex- 
tract from  it,  presuming  that  our  readers 
will  not  only  respond  to  the  tenor  of  its 
Spirit,  but  lend  themselves  as  auxiliaries 
in  giving  virtue  to  the  operations  of  this 
invaluable  Society. 

After  some  general  and  pertinent  re- 
marks, on  this  divine  institution,  they  say  : 

"  It  is  the  Government  of  God 
made  effectual  by  his  Spirit,  which 
produces  that  righteousness  which 
exhltetii  a  nation  ;  and  the  Sabbath 
is  the  chief  organ  of  its  administra- 
tion— the  mainspring  of  all  moral 
movements — the  great  centre  of  at- 
traction and  fountain  of  illumina- 
tion to  the  moral  world, 


This  omnipresent  influence  the 
Sabbath  exerts,  however,  by  na 
secret  charm  or  compendious  pro- 
cess upon  masses  of  ignorant  and 
unthinking  men;  but  by  calling  up 
the  voluntary  attention  of  each  in- 
dividual to  those  truths  by  which 
his  knowledge  is  augmented,  and 
motives  are  pressed  upon  his  heart, 
and  habits  of  conscientious  actions 
are  formed. 

The  Sabbath  exerts  no  more 
moral  power  upon  those  who  with- 
draw themselves  from  the  duties 
of  it,  than  schools  and  seminaries 
exert  of  intellectual  power  upon 
the  vagrant  population  who  never 
attend  them.    The  folly  of  expect- 

I  ing  to  maintain  the  religious  and 
moral  character  of  the  nation  with- 
out the  Sabbath,  would  not  be  sur- 
passed by  the  attempt  to  dissemi- 
nate learning  over  the  nation  by 
empty  school-houses  and  colleges. 
In  proportion,  then,  as  the  inhabit- 
ants of  our  nation  are  withdrawn 
by  business  or  pleasure  from  the 

II  instructions  of  the  Sabbath,  to  the 
same  extent  will  its  moral  power  be 

I  impaired,  and  the  temptations  of 
our  abounding  prosperity  prevail, 
to  corrupt  our  virtue,  and  to  under- 
mine our  republican  institutions, 
and  hasten  us  onward  to  that  fear- 
ful state  of  guilt,  which  will  render 
self-government  impossible,  and 
despotism  itself  the  lesser  evil. 

From  statements  made  to  this 
Convention,  as  well  as  from  what 
was  before  notorious,  it  appeared 
that  the  respect  of  former  genera- 
tions for  the  Sabbath  was  in  many 
places  gone,  and  in  all  places  fast 
failing  before  the  inundation  of 
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business  and  pleasure  ;  that  com- 1 
merce,  ou  our  sea-board,  and  rivers, 
and  canals  and  turnpikes,  is  putting 
in  motion    a   secular  enterprise,  | 
which  is  fast  and  fearfully  annihi- ' 
latino  the  national  conscience  in 
respect  to  the  Sabbath,  and  rolling 
the  wav  e  of  oblivion  over  that  sa- 
cred day. 

It  was  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
vention that  the  time  had  come  in 
which  the  moral  energies  of  the 
Sabbath  must  be  preserved  or  aban- 
doned, and  that  God  had  devolved 
upon  them  the  responsibility  of  act- 
ing upon  a  question  whose  decision 
will  affect  deeply  and  permanently  ! 
the  destiny  of  this  nation  and  the 
world.     If  we  yielded  to  fear,  ani  i 
sent  out  through  the  land  the  ap- 
palling    declaration,  that  nothing 
pan  be  done,  wo  read  in  the  laws  | 
of  the  human  mind  and  the  immu-  j 
table  analogy  of  moral  causes,  the 
certain  downfall  of  our  republick, 
the  abolition  of  the  world's  last 
hope  of  civil  liberty,  and  the  per-  i 
petuity  of  those  fearful  despotisms,  ! 
under  whose  pressure  "  the  whole 
creation  has  groaned  and  travailed  j 
together  in  pain  until  now." 

This  alternative,  while  a  ray  of 
hope  beamed  on  our  path,  we  did 
not  dare  to  encounter  ;  the  cries  of 
our  distant  posterity  assailed  our  j 
ears ;  their  cruel  bondage  rose  up 
before  us  and  broke  our  hearts  ;  ! 
we  could  not  endure^  without  an 
effort  to  avert  it,  the  ruin  of  our 
beloved    country  and  her  blood-  j 
bought  blessings.     And  when  we  j 
perceived  the  sensation  which  re-  j 
cent  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  Sab- 
bath have  sent  through  the  land,  j 
we  seemed  to  hear  the  voice  of  our  | 
country  and  our  G<0  saying  unto  j 
us,  Be  not  afraid,  byt       forward.  \ 
We  were  cheered  by  the  hope  that  | 
He,  in  whose  hand  are  the  hearts 
of  all  men,  was  raising  up,  in  be- 
half of  the  Sabbath,  a  publick  sen- 
timent, whose  decisions  would  be 
at  once  law  and  its  execution.  We 
borrowed  hope,  too,  from  the  prom 
ises  of  God,  that  a  day  of  civil  and 


religious  emancipation  shall  yet 
arise  upon  the  earth ;  and  from  the 
signs  of  the  times,  which  seem  to 
announce  its  rapid  advent  in  the 
approximation  of  the  distant  parts 
j  of  the  earth  by  the  facilities  of  in- 
j  tercourse,  and  the  intercommunion 
of  knowledge,  and  the  formation  of 
a  universal  publick  sentiment, 
which,  under  the  guidance  of 
science  and  the  Bible,  shall  disen- 
thral the  world. 

Thus  alarmed,  and  thus  cheered 
and  animated  with  hope,  what,  fel- 
low-citizens, could  we  do,  but  re- 
lying on  the  favour  of  Heaven,  and 
presuming  on  your  approbation,  to 
resolve,  that  we  will  make  the  at* 
tempt  to  preserve  to  the  nation  the 
invaluable  blessings  ofthe  Sabbath- 
day  ? 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  Union 
to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  several 
states  in  favour  of  the  Sabbath. 
We  have  not  the  madness  to  think 
of  coercion  merely.  We  know  that 
our  countrymen  can  violate  the  Sab- 
bath if  they  will ;  and  our  only 
hope  is,  that,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  we  shall  be  able  to  persuade 
them  not  to  do  it.  It  is  by  the 
calling  up  of  a  general  attention  to 
the  subject — by  the  extension  of 
information — by  the  power  of  ex- 
ample— by  renovated  vigilance  in 
families  and  among  the  ministers 
of  Christ  and  the  professors  of  his 
religion — and  by  withdrawing  our 
capital  and  patronage,  as  fast  as 
may  be,  from  all  participation  in 
the  violation  of  the  Sabbath — that 
we  hope  to  convince  the  under- 
standings of  our  countrymen,  and 
awaken  their  consciences,  and  gain 
their  hearts  to  abstain  voluntarily 
an  1  entirely  from  the  violation  of 
that  day  which  God  has  given  to 
us  as  the  token  of  his  love,  and 
upon  which  he  has  suspended  all 
our  hopes  for  time  and  eternity. 

We  do  not  flatter  ourselves  that 
no  false  alarm  will  be  sounded,  and 
no  temporary  misapprehension  of 
our  motives  prevail ;  but  we  do- 
most  confidently  expect  to  be  gui^ 
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fed  by  a  wisdom  from  above,  which 
shall  enable  us  to  convince  you,  at 
once,  of  the  purity  of  our  motives, 
and  the  correctness  of  our  counsels, 
and  the  benevolence  of  our  exer- 
tions ;  and  to  unite  our  fellow-citi- 
z.  ns  in  one  glorious  co-operation 
for  t')e  preservation  of  that  day, 
by  whose  influence  alone  is  guar- 
anteed the  perpetuity  of  our  civil 
and  religious  institutions.  We  are 
cheered  in  these  anticipations  by  a 
fact,  well  known,  that  many  lament 
the  seeding  necessity  which  drives 
their  secular  enterprise  over  the 
Sabbath,  against  their  consciences, 
and  with  deep  regret  and  much  re- 
morse, while  a  thoughtless  publick 
sentiment  is  urging  them  on.  For 
the  emancipation  of  all  such,  this 
Union  arises>  and  expects  to  be 
hailed  by  them  as  a  benefactor  in 
the  formation  of  a  pu!;lick  senti- 
ment, which  shall  release  them  and 
their  families,  and  *  the  stranger 
within  their  gates,'  from  a  bondage 
aso  severe  and  distressing.  We  are 
the  more  confirmed  in  these  ex- 
pectations from  the  well  known  and 
often  admitted  fact,  that  Sabbath- 
day  earnings  are  pecuniary  losses, 
besides  the  appalling  array  of  gen- 
eral evils  to  families  and  nations, 
which  attend  the  violation  of  that 
sacred  day." 

The  following  appeals  to  the  different 
Classes  of  society,  are  written  in  a  strain 
of  eloquence,  seldom  equalled,  and  must 
make  a  deep  impression  on  a  moral  and 
religious  community. 

"And  now  we  look  for  coopera- 
tion to  the  government  of  this  nation, 
the  representatives  of  freemen,  to 
aid  us  by  their  conspicuous  and 
powerful  example,  by  their  cogent 
arguments  in  the  cabinet  and  halls 
of  legislation,  and  by  their  manifes- 
tation of  a  sacred  regard  for  the 
Sabbath  in  all  the  arrangements  of 
business  at  the  seat  of  government, 
in  the  army  and  navy,  and  upon 
the  highways  of  our  land.  We 
trust  that  those  whom  we  have 
cletbed  with  power  by  our  suffrage 


to  "  see  to  it  that  the  commoa* 
wealth  receive  no  detriment,"  while 
they  guide  the  destinies  of  this  great 
nation,  will  not  stop  their  ears 
against  the  supplication,  nor  dis- 
appoint the  hopes  of  millions. 

To  the  entire  class  of  our  fellow- 
citizens  who  inconsiderately,  for 
amusement  or  gain,  violate  the 
Sabbath,  we  would  say,  Alas, 
brethren !  why  do  you  this  evil 
thing  ?  Do  not  imagine  that  we 
shall  engage  with  you  in  angr^ 
controversy  of  words  or  deeds,  or 
that  we  are  insensible  to  the  diffi- 
culties which  by  some  of  you  must 
be  encountered,  to  retrace  steps 
which  should  never  have  been 
taken,  and  to  withdraw  yourselves 
from  alliances  that  oujht  never  to 
have  been  formed.  But  the  emer- 
gency is  tremendous.  The  liber- 
ties of  your  country,  the  welfare  of 
the  world,  are  at  stake.  If  this 
nation  fails  in  her  vast  experiment, 
the  world's  last  hope  expires ; — 
and  without  the  moral  energies  of 
the  Sabbath  it  will  fail  You 
might  as  well  put  out  the  sun,  and 
think  to  enlighten  the  world  with 
tapers — destroy  the  attraction  of 
gravity  and  think  to  wield  the 
universe  by  human  powers — as  to 
extinguish  the  moral  illumination 
of  the  Sabbath,  and  break  this 
glorious  mainspring  of  the  moral 
government  of  God.  And  when 
shall  we  stop,  if  not  now  ?  and  how 
shall  we  arrest  the  evil,  but  by  vol- 
untary association  and  voluntary 
reformation  ?  Will  you  then,  be- 
loved countrymen,  for  the  pitiful 
gain  of  Sabbath-day  earnings,  rob 
the  animal  creation  of  that  rest 
which  their  Creator  gave  to  them, 
when  he  gav^raominion  over  them  ? 
Will  you  forego  the  means  of  grace, 
purchased  for  you  by  the  blood  of 
Christ ;  stop  in  your  families  the 
wells  of  salvation,  and  put  out  the 
light  of  life,  and  teach  your  chil- 
dren to  work  out  their  destruction, 
instead  of  their  salvation  upon  the 
Sabbath-day?  Will  you  besiege 
the  citadel  of  civil  liberty,  and  unr 
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dermme  the  pillar  which  sustains 
the  entire  superstructure,  and  bury 
yourself  and  your  country  in  the 
rains  of  its  mighty  fall  ?  You 
would  not  steal  nor  rob  for  gain,  nor  j 
send  out  pestilence  upon  the  land,  ' 
nor  led  out  wild  beasts  and  reptiles 
to  poison  and  rend.  You  would 
plead  no  liberty  of  conscience  to 
do  this,  and  no  children's  bread 
earned  by  such  an  enterprise. 
Why  then  will  you  persist  so  delib-  , 
erately,  so  eagerly,  so  inflexibly,  in 
the  violation  of  the  Sabbath,  which 
is  but  a  comprehensive  mode  of 
wresting  from  us  all  our  blessings, 
and  letting  out  upon  the  land  all 
manner  of  evil? 

To  the  labouring  poor,  particu-  | 
larly,  we  would  say,  it  was  for  you 
especially,  that  the  Sabbath  was 
made  ;  and  will  you  sell  your  birth- 
right? In  all  countries  where  the 
Sabbath  is  not  kept,  the  poor  are 
pressed  down  beneath  a  hopeless 
bondage.  The  Sabbath  duly  ob-  , 
served,  will  raise  your  families  to 
intelligence,  and  competence,  and 
all  civil  honours,  as  the  wheel  of 
Providence  rolls  ;  while  the  viola- 
tion of  it  will  raise  up  over  you  a 
monicd  aristocracy,  thriving  by 
your  vices,  and  rising  by  your  de- 
pression, and  dooming  you  and  your 
posterity  to  be  hewers  of  wood  and 
drawers  of  water  for  ever.  If  you 
continue  to  violate  the  Sabbath, 
you  may  wear  the  livery  of  freemen, 
but  it  will  be  in  the  house  of  bon- 
dage— you  may  go  through  the 
mockery  of  voting  for  your  rulers, 
but  it  will  be  done  under  the  pow- 
erful dictation  of  masters. 

To  the  Ministers  of  the  sanctu- 
ary, we  look  for  abstinence  from 
"the  very  appearance  of  evil,"  for 
vision  eye  to  eye,  and  the  lifting  up 
together  of  the  voice  as  a  trumpet,  ' 
to  declare  to  this  nation  its  sin,  and 
to  warn  the  wicked  from  their  evil 
way.  Jealousy  can  have  no  place 
here  ;  we  are  all  sinking  together  ; 
no  denomination  can  survive  the 
obliteration  of  the  Sabbath. 

To  the  Churches  of  our  Lord, 


of  every  name,  redeemed  by  his 
blood,  and  associated  to  maintain 
his  ordinances  and  extend  his 
cause,  we  look  for  a  careful  exam- 
ple, a  thorough  discipline,  and  a 
cheerful  concentration  of  their  in- 
fluence, to  form  an  efficient  public 
sentiment  which  shall  rescue  the 
Sabbath  from  profanation  and 
oblivion.  If  professors  of  religion 
violate  the  Sabbath,  who  will  ob- 
serve it?  If  they  do  not  stand 
forth  united  for  its  preservation, 
who  will  defend  it  ?  And  if,  for 
its  violation,  "judgment  shall  begin 
at  the  house  of  God,  what  shall  the 
end  be  of  them  that  know  not  God, 
and  obey  not  the  Gospel?" 

To  the  Great  Cities  of  our  land, 
nurtured  by  the  industry  of  the  na- 
tion, and  able,  by  the  concentra- 
tion of  their  social  power  and 
wealth,  to  send  back  upon  the 
country  purity  or  pollution,  moral 
life  or  death,  we  look  for  a  con- 
temporaneous and  decisive  move- 
ment in  behalf  of  the  Sabbath.. 
Oh,  brethren!  cease,  we  beseech 
you,  to  send  out  upon  us,  on  the 
Sabbath-day,  the  besom  of  destruc- 
tion. Rest  on  the  Sabbath,  and 
allow  the  land  to  rest ;  for  till  the 
mainspring  of  evil  within  you 
ceases,  the  land  cannot  rest.  Vol- 
canoes will  ye  be,  until  ye  cease 
to  violate  the  Sabbath,  pouring  out 
your  burning  lava  over  the  land. 
And  fountains  of  righteousness  will 
ye  be,  when  all  within  your  gates 
shall  keep  the  Sabbath  holy,  pour- 
ing through  the  land  streams  to 
make  glad  the  city  of  our  God. 

We  commit  our  enterprise  to  the 
God  of  the  Sabbath,  whose  media- 
torial government  for  our  redemp- 
tion is  made  affectual  only  by  his 
word  and  spirit,  associated  indisso- 
lubly  with  the  Sabbath-day;  be- 
seeching him  to  guide  us  by  wisdom 
from  above,  to  inspire  us  with  hu- 
mility in  prosperity,  with  meekness 
under  provocation,  with  courage  in 
times  of  peril,  with  fortitude  in  cir- 
cumstances of  discouragement,  with 
a  single  eye  to  his  glory,  with 
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unshaken  confidence  in  his  prom- 
ises, and  untiring  enterprise  in  his 
blessed  cause,  until  the  necessity 
of  this  Union  shall  be  done  away  in 
the  voluntary  observance  of  the  Sab- 
bath by  the  entire  population  of 
this  great  Republic." 

Should  this  powerful  Address  fall  un- 
der the  eye  of  the  unblushing  violator 
of  this  sacred  day,  notwithstanding  his 
hardened  conscience,  he  would  in  a  good 
measure  feel  the  weight  of  his  aggravated 
offence  against  the  law^  of  his  God,  of  his 
country,  and  of  society ;  and  it  must  in- 
deed, require  a  great  effort  of  the  mind, 
for  him  to  resist  those  convictions  which 
generally  lead  to  reformation.  Believ- 
ing this  we  trust  that  these  Appeals 
will  not  be  made  in  vain ,  and,  to  give  the 
Address  an  universal  circulation  over  our  ' 
land,  it  ought  to  be  inserted  in  every  peri- 
odical in  our  country.' 


[From  the  London  Evangelical  Magazine.] 

6N  THE  APOCALYPTTCK  NUMBER  OF 
THE  BEAST. 

Sir, 

The  last  number  of  your 
Magazine  contains  what  is  termed,  I 
"  An  Extraordinary  Elucidation  of 
Prophecy,"  relative  to  the  A;>oca- 
lyptick  number  of  the  beast,  Rev. 
Chap.  xiii.  v.  18.  This,  however, 
appears  to  me  neither  perfect  in 
air  its  parts  (the  final  s  in  Ludovi- 
cus  bearing  no  signification  as  a 
numeral),  nor  does  it  apply  to  the 
French  monarchy  as  giving  the 
whole  of  the  secular  power  to  the 
beast  first  mentioned.  Neither  does 
it  appear  as  characteristick  of  any 
single  individual  or  dynasty;  but 
of  a  power  emanating  from  a  suc- 
cession of  individuals,  compelling 
the  world  to  worship  the  first  beast 
by  means  of  the  sword  and  fires  of 
persecution.  With  this  view,  I  was 
led  to  examine  more  closely  the 
description  of  the  beast  who  gave 
his  authority  to  the  first  beast,  and  |j 


I  was  much  struck  with  its  com- 
plete resemblance  to  the  spirit  which 
actuates  the  Inquisition;  and  thence 
I  conjectured  that  possibly  the 
Apocalyptick  number  666  might, 
in  conformity  with  the  usual  mode 
of  computation  by  the  Roman  al- 
phabet, be  applicable  to  some  word 
designating  and  falsely  called  the 
Holy  Office.  Trying  it  by  this  rule 
I  was  much  surprised  and  gratified 
to  find  that  the  Latin  word  Inquis- 
itor i  corresponded  in  eveiy  part 
with  it,  according  to  the  following 
mode,  viz, 
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A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 

J  or  I 
K 
L 
M 


N 
O 
P 
Q 

R 

S 
T 

V  or  U 
W 
X 
Y 
Z 


.  40 
.  50 
.  60 
.  70 
.  80 
.  90 
.  100 
.  200 
.  300 
.  400 
.  500 
.  600 
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This  power  alone  has  assumed  the 
lamb-like  attribute  of  holy  and  mer- 
ciful ;  whilst  with  the  voice  of  a 
dragon,  it  has  condemned  to  the 
flames,  and  the  most  horrid  cruel- 
ties, those  who  had  not  the  mark  of 
the  first  beast  by  worshipping  its 
power  and  suprernacy.  I  have  not 
met  with  any  solution  which  is  less 
objectionable  .  and  I  therefore  wish 
merely  to  throw  out  the  above  hy- 
pothesis as  a  suggestion,  to  which, 
at  present,  I  do  not  perceive  any 
discrepancy  in  its  application  to 
the  persecuting  lamb-horned  drag- 
on. I  shall  be  much  obliged  by 
the  opinions  of  any  of  your  Corres- 
pondents to  this  attempted  solution 
of  this  remarkable  prophecy,  and 
am,  Sir,  yours,  &c.    R.  GILL. 


Religious  Department. 


RELIGIOUS  DFPARTMENT. 


THE    INCREASE    OF    THE    CHURCH  IN"    GEORGIA.      EXTRACT    OP    A  LETTER 
FROM  THE  REV.  IVESOX  Xi.  BROOKS. 


We  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  . 
that  God  continues  to  pour  out  his  spirit 
in  a  wonderful  manner  upon  different ! 
parts  of  our  State  ;  r.nd  we  fondly  hope  1 
that  he  will  not  permit  the  good  work  to  j 
eease  until  all  our  churches  shall  partici- j 
pate  in  its  gracious  influences,  and  multi-  j 
tudes  of  perishing  souls  shall  be  brought  j 
to  exercise  comfortable  hopes  of  eternal 
life  through  Christ  Jesus  the  sinner's 
friend.  But  as  yet  the  same  sovereignty  \ 
has  been  manifest  in  those  showers  of 
grace  which  have  been  dispensed  to  the  j 
churches  in  Georgia,  as  has  been  exhibit-  j 
ed  in  the  showers  of  rain  sent  upon  our  j 
farms.    For  while  some  neighbourhoods  j 


The  churches  'at  County-line  (Ogle- 
thorpe,) Sardis,  Clarke  Station,  and  Philip's 
Mills,  (Wilkes,)  Shiloh  (Green,)  Powelton, 
Mount  Zion,  and  Island  Creek  (Hancock,) 
and  other  churches  in  the  bounds  of  the 
Georgia  association,  are  partaking  in  the 
revival,  and  are  securing  constant  addi- 
tions. I  had  the  pleasure  to  attend  a  meet- 
ing at  County-line,  on  Wednesday  last,  and 
was  surprised  that  the  house  should  be 
nearly  full  of  attentive  hearers,  though  ia 
the  middle  of  the  week  and  no  special  oc- 
casion. I  mention  this  as  a  common 
specimen  of  the  state  of  religious  excite- 
ment among  those  churches.  After  attend- 
ing to  preaching  about  three  hours  with- 


have  been  blessed  with  good  seasons  and  ij  out  intermission,  a  respite  was  given  with 


have  promising  prospects  of  a  plentiful 
harvest,  others  have  been  left  to  languish 
under  the  effects  of  distressing  drought. 


notice  that  after  a  short  space  the  church 
would  open  a  door  for  the  reception  of 
members.    When  the  church  came  to- 


So  among  some  of  our  churches,  God  has  ;j  gether  for  that  purpose,  nearly  all  the 
been  pleased  to  exhibit  the  displays  of  his  ^  congregation  re-assembled  and  remained, 
conquering  grace,  and  the  souls  of  his  till  about  nine  persons  had  stated  satbfac- 
children  have  been  abundantly  revived  tory  evidences  of  God's  work  of  salvation 
by  the  showers  of  mercy  poured  upon  them  up0a  their  souls.  Among  that  number 
in  such  times  of  refreshing  from  the  j  I  was  an  elderly  woman,  who  stated  that 
presence  of  the  Lord,  while  churches  in  j  she  had  exercised  hope  in  Christ  for  near- 
adjacent  vicinities  have  to  lament  the  Jl  ly  twenty  years,  but  being  not  entirely 
wintry  state  of  religion  among  christians,  j  satisfied,  she  had  tried  to  obtain  a  better 
and  the  abounding  of  iniquity  among  sin-  [|  hope,  and  had  staid  from  the  church  till 
ners  and  carnal  professors.  j  she  had  grown  so  old  without  obtaining 

The  glorious  work  which  commenced  j;  better  evidence,  that  she  was  ashamed  to 
at  Bethesda,  (Green,)  in  the  spring,  still  go  forward  to  make  known  her  case  to  the 
continues  in  that  church,  and  seems  to  be  jj  church,  until  a  pressing  sense  of  duty 
spi  eading  among  the  churches  in  adjoining  I  seemed  now  to  urge  her  to  come  with  her 

same  old  hope.  Another  of  the  nine,  was 
a  little  girl  of  about  10  or  11  years  old^ 
who  gave  as  clear  and  as  forcible  evi- 
dence of  deep  conviction  of  sin  as  I  have 
ever  heard.  She  with  overflowing  eyes 
stated  in  her  relation,  that  although  her 
parents  had  never  suffered  her  to  use  bad 
words,  (by  which  she  meant  she  was  free 
from  gross  sins  ;)  yet  she  found  her  heart 
to  be  so  bad  that  she  thought  old  hardened 
sinners  were  better  in  heart  than  herself^ 
and  would  stand  a  better  chance  to  be 


counties  since  the  May  meeting,  at  which 
upward  of  sixty  were  baptized;  piopor- 
tionable  additions  have  been  regularly 
made  to  the  Bethesda  church;  in  June 
fifty -nisi  were  baptized,  and  the  week 
preceding  their  July  meeting  (from  which 
we  have  not  heard,)  nearly  thirty  were  , 
standing  in  readiness,  and  fair  prospects 
for  the  number  to  be  more  than  doubled, 
as  the  approaching  meeting  was  for  thre^ 
days  conunuance,  rnd  was  looked  to  wiui 
prayerful  anticipations. 


280 


Reb'gious  Department. 


saved.    But  was  finally  enabled  to  see  j 
that  Christ  was  able  <o  save  the  greatest  J 
sinners.      At  the  last  monthly  meeting 
they  had  nineteen  baptized. 

The  churches  of  the  Ocmulgee  associa-  J 
tion,  whkh  was  so  signally  blest  last  year,  I 
continue  to  receive  additions,  and  late  and  j 
new  works  are  occurring  in  churches  and 
vicinities  heretofore  in  a  lukewarm  state. 
At  Crooked  Creek  Church,  (Putnam,)  17 
were  baptized  on  second  Sabbath,  and  at 
the  high  shoals  of  Murder  Creek,  (in  Put- 
nam,) on  the  14th  inst.  forty-two  persons 
were  buried  in  baptism.  Among  that  num- 
ber was  an  old  woman  rendered  helpless 
through  the  infirmities  of  age  ;  nine  hus- 
bands with  their  wives,  and  a  widow  lady 
and  all  her  household,  consisting  of  per- 
haps five  persons,  (but  none  were  infants.) 
This  work  is  the  more  remarkable  as 
there  was  no  church  in  the  vicinity,  and 
no  means  had  been  employed  among  them 
which  could  constitute  an  ostensive  cause, 
to  which  such  an  effect  might  be  ascribed. 

In  Monroe  County,  at  their  July  meet- 
ings, I  learn  the  following  members  were 
added  by  baptism — at  Blocky  Creek 
church,  42;  at  Paron26;  at  Hunting 
Shoals,  25.  To  many  other  churches  at 
different  places,  smaller  numbers  have 
been  lately  added,  which  would  be  to 
tedious  to  mention. 

The  Methodist  preachers  are  coming 
more  fully  into  the  practice  of  immer- 
sion; and  even  the  Presbyterian  di- 
vines are  compelled  to  lead  their  members 
down  into  the  water,  and  I  am  apprehen- 
sive do  not  even  then  at  all  times  fully 
"  relieve  their  labouring  consciences." 

Another  fact  in  connexion  with  these 
revivals,  which  may  be  considered  worthy 
of  remark  is,  that  they  are  almost  exclu- 
sively confined  to  those  associations  and 
churches  which  are  the  avowed  friends  of 
missions,  and  among  which  are  those  min- 
isters and  members  who  have  been  most 
active  in  promoting  the  cause  of  benevo- 
lence. While  most  of  those  ministers 
who  have  opposed  the  cause  of  missions, 
and  induced  their  churches  to  set  their 
fa^es  against  all  efforts  for  the  promotion 
of  public  benevolence,  are  themselves  left 
in  a  worse  than  cold  state,  and  are  doom 
ed  to  the  mortification  of  seeing  their 


I  flocks  in  a  backslidden  condition,  arid 
!  biting  and  devouring  one  another  in 
contentious  bickerings;  thot-e  ministers 
j  on  the  other  hand,  who  are  actively  en- 
gag ed  ;n  works  of  benevolence,  and  who 
stir  up  their  churches  to  pity  and  assist 
the  perishing  heathen,  are  enjoying  the 
life  of  religion,  and  are  comforted  in 
seeing  the  work  of  the  Lord  prosper  in 
their  hands. 

Our  beloved  brother  Sherwood,  has 
given  himself  wTholly  to  a  course  of  itin- 
erant preaching — and  has  been  voluntarily 
labouring  day  and  night,  during  the  greater 
part  of  this  year  through  the  bounds  of 
the  revival. 

Another  remark  worthy  of  observation, 
i3,  that  throughout  this  revival  there  is  but 
little  noise  tending  to  confusion.  Con- 
gregations are  large  and  solemn  as  death, 
and  the  silent  tear  frequently  flows,  and 
often  the  whole  multitude  are  seen  in  hum- 
ble prostration  when  propositions  of 
prayer  are  made.  I  remain  yours  truly, 
I.  L.  BROOKES. 

[Col.  Stai\ 

RESOLVES  OJT  INTEMPERANCE. 

At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Fellows  of  the  Connecticut  Med- 
ical Society,  held  at  New-Haven,  on  the- 
4th  and  15th  of  May  1828,  the  following 
Resolutions  were  passed. 

1st.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Convention,  the  use  of  ardent  spirits 
is  unnecessary  in  health — that  the  habitu- 
al use  of  the  same  is  destructive  of  private 
health  and  publick  morality  ;  and  their  ex- 
cessive use  is  one  of  the  most  frequent 
causes  of  incurable  disease. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Convention,  although  the  moderate, 
use  of  wine,  cider,  and  malt  liquors,  is  not 
injurious,  the  immoderate  use  of  the  same 
articles,  is  like  ardent  spirits,  injurious  to 
health  and  good  morals. 

3d.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Convention,  ardent  spirits  have  no 
tendency  to  protect  the  system  from  dis- 
ease ;  that  on  the  other  hand,  they  render 
the  system  more  susceptible  of  contagion, 
and  other  causes  of  disease ;  consequently, 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  abstain 
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j  heathen  in  the  East  Indies  and  elsewhere. 
J  The  Burmans  are  a  reading  and  inquisitive 
people.  By  circulating  Tracts  among 
I  them,  thousands  may  be  led  to  examine 
1  the  truths  of  the  gospel  to  whom  no  other 
I  melhod  of  instruction  can  possibly  be  ex- 
tended. One  of  Dr.  Judson's  first  efforts 
after  learning  the  language,  was  to  com- 
pose a  Tract,  and  translate  portions  of 
Stvipture,  which  are  the  best  Tracts  for 
publication.  These  were  printed  at  the 
mission  press,  and  were  instrumental  of 
leading  several  of  those  who  were  after- 
wards baptized,  to  inquire  concerning  the 
way  of  life.  In  one  instance  an  individu- 
al first  heard  through  the  Tract  published 
by  the  missionaries  at  Rangoon,  that  there 
was  a  Saviour  from  sin,  and  that  too  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  place.  He 
went  to  Rangoon,  and  inquired  for  the 
persons  who  prepared  it;  he  found  them, 
It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  state  that  and  afterwards  became  a  believer  im 
there  has  been  formed  in  Philadelphia  a  Christ.  The  Board  of  Missions  have  al- 
Society  called  the  Youth's  Burman  Tract  ways  been  impressed  with  the  obvious 
Society  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  and  duty  and  necessity  of  using  the  press  as 
Congregation.  It  is  composed  of  youth  one  instrument  of  enlightening  Burmah. 
of  both  sexes,  who  pay  not  less  than  a  A  printer  was  early  sent  on-,  and  good 
cent  a  week  each  into  the  treasury.  |  was  done  in  this  way.  At  their  late  meet- 
Their  object  is  to  raise  funds,  which  are  ing  in  New- York,  the  Board  took  meas- 
to  be  put  into  the  treasury  of  the  Baptist  ures  to  obtain  an  iron  press  of  the  most 
General  Tract  Society ;  the  whole  of  approved  construction,  to  be  sent  to  Bur- 
which,  except  the  amount  necessary  to  mah  immediately,  the  old  one,  which  was 
pay  for  a  few  Tracts  for  themselves,  is  to  of  wood,  having  sone  to  decay.  A  fount 
be  applied  by  the  General  Society  to  the  of  new  type  has  been  ordered  in  Calcutta, 
publication  of  Tracts  in  the  Burman  lan-  and  is  supposed  to  be  ready  for  use.  An- 
guage,  under  the  direction  of  our  Mission-  other  printer  is  to  be  provided,  and  in  the 
aries  in  that  kingdom.  It  our  brother  Board-  course  of  a  year  or  two  we  trust  that  Dr. 
man  had  a  supply  of  such  Tracts,  exhibit- :  Judson's  translation  of  the  New  Testa- 
ing  the  way  of  salvation  through  Christ, '  ment,  and  thousands  of  Scriptural  Tracts 
much  of  his  present  deficiency  from  not  will  be  given  to  the  Burmans,  who  are 
knowing  how  to  speak  the  language  would  now  sitting  in  the  region  and  shadow  of 
be  remedied.  By  placing  Tracts  in  the  death.  As  the  ordinary  receipts  of  the 
hands  of  those  who  pass  by,  they  might  t  Board  are  scarcely  sufficient  to  meet  the 
be  led  to  seek  the  deliverance  the  gospel  j  neces-ary  expenses  of  their  missionaries, 
purposes.  It  ha>  long  impressed  our  minds  j ;  they  must  seek  for  additional  aid  to  per- 
that  Baptists  in  this  country  should  provide  form  this  extra  but  most  important  work, 
means  to  publish  millions  of  Tract*  in  Bur-  They  therefore  at  their  meeting  on  the 
mah,  because  they  have  a  mission  there  first  of  May  last,  appointed  a  committee, 
where  they  can  be  composed  and  printed,  whom  they  "charged  with  the  services  of 
and  they  possess  the  means  to  do  this, !  soliciting  from  the  Baptist  General  Tract 
without  deducing  from  the  amount  neces- ;  Society,  and  the  American  Tract  Society, 
sai  y  to  support  these  labourers  in  the  gos-  aid  in  the  publication  and  distribution  of 
pel  field.  Tracts  have  proved  eminently  i  Tracts  in  Burmah  and  Africa."  This 
suited  to  the  state  of  things  among  the  j  committee  have  not  as  yet  made  a  formal 
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entirely  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  in  | 
th  mi-  intercourse  with  the  sick,  and  to  re-  ( 
commend  the  same  rigid   abstinence  to 
nurses  and  attendant'. 

4th.    Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  | 
this  Convention,  the  habitual  use  of  ardent , 
spirits  not  only  renders  the  human  system 
more  su-sceptible  of  diseases,  but  increases 
their  violence  and  renders  them  more|| 
fatal.  | 

5th.  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of 
this  Convention,  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
by  puerperal  and  nursing  women,  has  an 
injurious  effect  upon  their  offspring,  and 
is  frequently  the  cause  of  disease  and  in- . 
temperance  in  both  the  mother  and  child. 
S.  B.  WOODWARD,  Sec'ry. 

[J\rat.  Phtl  U 

TRACTS   FOR  BURMAH. 
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application ;  but  whenever  they  do,  we  j 
must  reply,  that  for  the  present,  we  can  j 
only  give  them  the  aid  which  may  be  put 
into  our  hands  for  this  specific  purpose. 
The  work  has  been  begun  by  the  Youth's 
Burman  Tract  Society.    Let  other  Socie-  j 
ties  be  formed  for  the  same  purpose,  let  ' 
individuals  contribute  towards  the  object 
as  of  the  ability  which  God  giveth,  and  in  j 
a  short  time  we  shall  have  the  happiness  i 
to  reflect  that  rays  of  eternal  truth  are 
diffused  far  and  wide  amidst  the  gloom  of 
that  land,  which  shall  direct  the  inquiring  | 
eye  of  thousands  and  millions  to  Him  who  ! 
saith,  "  Look  ujvto  me  and  be  ye  J 

SAVED,  ALL  YE  ENDS  OF  THE  EARTH."  | 

[Tract  Mag.  j 

mr.     allen's    account    of  his 
agency  in  vermont. 

Aug.  1828. 

ev.  and  dear  Sir, 

At  your  request,  I  have  drawn  up  the 
following  account  of  my  Agency  in  Ver- 
mont, which  is  respectfully  submitted  to 
your  consideration. 

Until  the  formation  of  the  Convention 
in  1S25,  the  benevolent;  movements  of  the 
Baptists  in  Vermont  had  been  very  desul- 
tory and  inefficient.  For  the  want  of 
information,  and  a  well  directed  system  of 
concentrated  action,  no  valuable  pur- 
po  e  had  been  accomplished;  and  proba- 
bly, not  even  a  tenth  part  of  the  moral 
power  of  the  churches  had  ever  been 
touched;  With  their  energies  nearly 
paralyzed,  while  their  benevolent  sympa- 
thies seldom  extend  beyond  the  narrow 
limits  of  a  parish  or  an  association,  thev 
remained  about  twenty  years  in  a  state  of 
disgraceful  dormancy.  At  the  time  of 
my  entering  the  state  last  September, 
some  important  changes  had  taken  place, 
and  things  were  evidently  in  a  train  of  im- 
provement. Several  Societies  had  been 
fanned  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  aux- 
iliary to  the  Convention ;  and  a  few  Sab- 
bath Schools  and  Bible  Classes  had  been 
instituted.  A  disposition  friendly  to  the 
benevolent  objects  of  the  day,  every 
Where  prevailed  with  but  few  exceptions. 

The  Convention,  wishing  to  combine 
the  efforts  of  the  whole  denomination,  and 
bring  them  to  bear  successfully  on  the 


three  great  objects  of  their  recognitiofi, 

Education,  Foreign  and  Domestic  Mis- 
sions, found  it  necessary  to  establish  a 
uniform  and  effective  system  of  mission- 
a;  y  operations.  The  system  which  has 
been  adopted  is  similar  to  that  of  the 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  For- 
eign Missions — a  system  w  hich  has  been 
so  abundantly  tested  by  actual  experiment 
in  England  and  the  United  States,  as  to  de- 
monstrate its  superior  utility  to  all  other 
means  of  raising  missionary  funds.  Its? 
results  have  been  glorious.  It  has  aug- 
mented the  funds  of  the  American  Board 
three  fold  since  its  introduction.  In  the 
state  of  Maine  we  hav  e  one  hundred  and 
sixty  Primary  and  twelve  Auxiliary  Socie- 
ties, all  formed  on  this  plan,  which  raise 
about  two  thousand  dollars  a  year  for  For- 
eign Missions.  Before  this  plan  was  in- 
troduced, the  whole  amount  raised  in 
Maine  for  the  Baptist  Foreign  Mission, 
did  not  probably  exceed  $300  a  year. 
This  is  a  striking  instance  among  innu- 
merable others  of  the  great  importance 
and  utility  of  the  new  system.  Let 
it  once  be  adopted  by  the  whole  denom- 
!  ination  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
more  than  $50,000  a  year  would  be 
raised  with  perfect  ease  for  the  Foreign 
Missions.  Ten  thousand  additional  chan- 
nels of  benevolence  would  at  once  be 
opened,  and  those  which  are  now  well 
nigh  dried  up,  would  swell  to  overflowing 
with  the  waters  of  life. 

West  of  the  Green  Mountains  in  Ver- 
mont, one  hundred  Primary  and  three 
Auxiliary  Societies  have  been  organized. 
The  latter  are  Auxiliary  to  the  Conven- 
tion, and  the  medium  through  which  the 
former  transmit  their  funds  to  that  body. 
While  these  missionary  bodies  were 
moulding  into  form  and  assuming  the 
principles  of  life,  health,  beauty  and  mo- 
tion, several  Tract  Societies  started  into 
existence,  and  various  religious  period- 
icals, particularly  the  Baptist  Tract  Maga- 
azine,  obtained  a  circulation  from  one  ex- 
tremity of  the  State  to  the  other.  The 
latter  publication  has  already  paved  the 
way  for  the  introduction  of  Baptist  Tracts : 
a  depository  of  the  Baptist  General  Tract 
Society  having  been  established  at  Bran- 
don. 
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Another  work  of  no  inconsiderable  mag- j 
nitude  and  impoitance,  which  has  been! 
undertaken  and  completed  the  past  year, 
is  the  establishment  of  a  religious  news- ' 
paper  at  Brandon.      This  occupied  an, 
agency  of  fourteen  weeks,  which  procur- 
ed one  thousand  subscribers,  and  raided  j 
$1600  for  the  stock.    The  plan  is  simply  j 
this :  The  estimated  expense  of  the  estab-  i 
lishment  was  divided  into  shares,  which  ; 
were  taken  up  by  individuals  throughout 
the  State.    The  stockholders  are  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  paper.    All  the  nett  profits  \ 
arising  from  the  publication,  after  paying 
the  interest  of  the  capital  invested,  will 
be  held  sacred  to  the  cause  of  missions. 

In  Vermont  we  have  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  churches,  of  which  fifty-one 
are  located  west  of  the  mountains.  The 
state  of  religion  among  them  is  generally  ^ 
low ;  though  a  few,  particularly  in  the  ! 
north  part  of  the  State,  are  blest  with 
precious  revivals.  About  half  of  the 
churches  are  destitute  of  a  settled  minis- 
ter. Several  of  these  are  both  able  and 
willing  to  support  the  stated  ministrations 
of  the  gospel  among  them.  But  ministers 
cannot  be  obtained.  The  fields  are  white 
to  the  harvest;  and  the  harvest  itself  is 
abundant,  but  faithful  labourers  are  few. 
How  important  that  the  churches  should 
pray  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  to  raise  up, 
qualify,  and  send  forth  into  his  vineyard 
a  competent  supply  of  faithful  teachers.  | 

Having  travelled  more  than  eight  thou- 
sand miles  in  New-England,  and  being 
extensively  acquainted  with  the  state  of 
the  Baptist  Churches,  I  can  safely  say,  that 
no  portion  of  the  country  over  which  I 
have  travelled,  of  an  equal  extent,  is  so 
destitute  as  Vermont.  We  have  an  ad- { 
ditional  proof  of  this,  from  the  fact  that 
our  Congregational-  brethren  are  now 
making  a  very  laudable  and  vigorous  ef- 
fort  to  locate  forty  missionaries  in  that 
State  the  ensuing  year.  Shall  we  let  them 
bear  all  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  | 
and  not  lift  a  finger  to  help  them  in  this 
work  of  love  ?  Have  we  no  men  who 
will  go  up  to  that  land  and  share  with 
them  the  trophies  of  victory  ?  especially 
as  we  have  sixty  churches  in  that  terri- 
tory famishing  for  the  bread  of  life  !  0  Sir, 
there  is  a  cry  from  that  land — it  rises  from 


every  valley — it  echoes  from  mountain  to 
mountain  with  heart  thrilling  interest — 
Come  over  into  Vermont  and  help  us. 
Respectfully  yours  in  the  gospel, 

IRA  M.  ALLEN. 

Rev.  Dr.  Bolles. 


OBITUARY- 

REV.  JOEL  BRIGGS, 

LATE      PASTOR      OF      THE  BAPTIST 
CHURCH  IN  RANDOLPH,  MASS. 

Mr.  Briggs  was  bom  in  Norton, 
(Mass.)  April  15,  A.  D.  1757.  He  was 
the  son  of  Deacon  George,  and  Mrs. 
Sarah  Briggs,  both  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Taunton,  (formerly  Norton.) 
His  first  religious  impressions  were  excit- 
ed by  the  instructions  of  his  pious  mother. 
He  became  convinced  at  five  years  of 
age,  that  he  was  a  sinner,  on  account  of 
which  he  was  frequently  in  great  distress 
of  mind,  from  which,  however,  he  obtain- 
ed temporary  relief  by  forming  resolutions 
to  avoid  whatever  was  sinful,  and  do  what 
was  right.  But  although  not  addicted  to 
any  notoriously  vicious  habits,  he,  never- 
theless, was  sensible  that  he  often  broke 
those  resolutions ;  and  at  seasons,  particu- 
larly on  hearing  faithful  preaching,  or 
when  death  occurred  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, he  felt  much  distressed  with  fears 
of  future  punishment.  When  in  his 
thirteenth  year,  an  event  occurred  which 
tended  greatly  to  increase  his  conviction. 
His  brother  Amos,  a  gay,  sprightly  youth 
of  twenty,  indulged  a  hope,  after  a  short 
period  of  conviction.  As  he  was  absent 
at  the  time  of  his  awakening  and  experi- 
ence, the  family  were  ignorant  of  the  cir- 
cumstances, until  he  came  home  and  re- 
lated them,  accompanied  with  exhortation. 
His  exhortation  pierced  the  heart  of  the 
subject  of  this  obituary  like  an  arrow. 
He  continued  in  great  distress  from 
Thursday  evening  until  the  next  Monday. 
During  this  period  he  had  very  different 
views  of  his  relation  to  God  from  what  he 
had  previously  experienced.  His  convic- 
tion of  sin  was  deep  and  pungent.  He 
saw  himself  guilty  and  helpless,  and  for 
a  time  thought  there  was  no  way  to  es- 
cape the  wrath  of  God.  Notwithstand- 
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ing  he  was  convinced  that  God  would  be  [I  He  was  at  this  time  at  work  alone  in  hk 
just  if  he  cast  him  off  forever,  such  was  the  I  father's  corn  bam.  When  he  went  out 
enmity  of  his  heart,  that  at  times,  it  rose  of  it  every  thing  around  him  seemed  to 
almost  to  paroxysms  of  rage.  In  describ-  be  praising  God — even  the  trees  and  birds 
ing  those  exercises  he  used  the  following  !  appeared  to  be  engaged  in  the  delightful 


figure  :  "  I  had  seen  a  serpent  wreath- 
ing and  venting  his  spite,  and  emiting  his 
venom  while  under  the  foot  of  a  man  un- 
able to  help  himself,  yet  in  a  rage  against 
the  power  which  confined  him, — and  I 


!  employment.  He  had  not,  at  the  time, 
the  most  distant  thought  that  he  had  ex- 
j  perienced  religion,  but  could  not  help 
j  wondering  at  the  astonishing  change  in 
his  views  and  feelings.    He  felt  humble, 


thought  I  discovered  in  him  a  picture  of  peaceful  and  happy  through  the  remain- 
my  own  heart  contending  with  God."  {  der  of  the  day.  In  the  evening  he  had 
His  distress  continued  to  the  degree  j  an  interview  with  his  pious  sister,  to 
that  he  found  it  difficult  to  eat,  sleep,  or  I  whom  he  observed,  that  he  wondered 
work.  Notwithstanding  his  enmity  of  what  made  him  feel  as  he  did  ;  and  upon 
heart,  he  was  constrained  to  cry,  "  God,  j  her  request  related  his  exercises,  in  doing 
be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner."  He  had  which  he  experienced  fresh  manifcsta- 
endeavoured  to  conceal  his  anxiety,  in  -  tions  of  the  love  of  God,  to  the  degree* 
which  he  succeeded  until  Sabbath  eve-  j  j  that  he  immediately  broke  out  in  ascrip- 
ning,  when  his  mother  discovering  it,  j  tions  of  praise  to  him,  and  also  in  exhor- 
called  htm  to  her  bed  side,  on  which  she  tations  to  the  family.  Overjoyed  at  the 
was  confined  by  sickness,  and  inquired  ,  account  which  he  gave,  she  observed 
the  cause.     He  related  his  exercises  to 'j  that  he  had  met  with  a  change,  which 


her,  after  which  she  prayed  with  him. 
Hi  distress  continued  until  near  morning, 
when  he  fell  asleep.  On  waking,  he 
found  it  had  abated,  although  he  had  no 
evidence  of  a  radical  change.  He  had 
been  persuaded  for  several  days,  that  this 
was  his  last  call,  and  as  he  had  less  on 
his  mind  this  morning,  he  began  to  be 
alarmed  least  he  was  already  given  over 
to  a  reprobate  mind.  His  father  had  set 
him  to  work  alone,  and  while  musing  on 
his  situation,  he  says,  "  I  felt,  at  length, 
to  urrender  myself  into  the  hands  of  God 


was  the  first  time  that  the  idea  entered  his 
mind. 

The  above  change  occurred  in  January, 
A.  D.  1770,  from  which  time  he  forsook 
the  vain  amusements  to  which  he  had 
been  addicted.  So  precious  did  time  ap- 
pear to  him,  that  he  felt  that  he  ought  to 
improve  every  moment,  either  in  acquir- 
ing some  useful  information,  or  in  doing 
goo;l. 

His  mind,  at  length,  was  exercised  re- 
specting making  a  publick  profession  of 
religion.     Notwithstanding  his  parents 


without  reserve  to  do  w  ith  me  as  seemed  j  were  Baptists,  he  felt  the  importance  of 
him  good,  believing  that  if  he  sent  me  to 
hell,  it  was  no  more  than  I  deserved  for 


my  rebellion  against  him ;  and  if  he  sav 


!  learning  his  own  duty  from  the  Scriptures 
'  rather  than  from  them,  and  after  search- 
( ing  them,  and  becoming  satisfied  respect- 


ed me,  it  would  be  mere  mercy  in  him  to  ;  ing  the  mode  and  subjects  of  Baptism,  he 
a  most  wretched  and  unworthy  sinner."  jj  was  baptized  by  the  venerable  Backus 
At  that  moment  the  following  passage  jj  in  the  following  March,  and  united  with 
came  to  his  mind  with  as  much  force  as    the  church  in  his  native  town.     As  the 


though  spoken  by  Christ  personally  : — 
"My  peace  I  leave  with  you."  His  dis- 
tress was  instantly  gone,  and  his  soul  fill- 
ed with  peace.  Soon  after,  another  pas- 
sage followed  :  "  Seek  first  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  his  righteousness,  and  al!  these 


church  was,  for  a  season,  destitute  of  a 
pastor,  he  used  occasionally  to  improve 
his  gift  of  exhortation  in  meetings  which 
they  held  for  the  purpose  of  stirring  up 
each  other's  minds.  They  at  length  elect- 
ed him  deacon ;    not,  however,  until  he 


things  shall  be  added  to  you."    He  did  j,  became  of  age. 


not  recollect  at  the  time,  that  either  of 
the  above  passages  were  in  the  Bible ; 
however,  they  afforded  him  great  comfort. 


His  first  impressions  respecting  preach- 
ing, he  regarded  as  a  temptation,  and  en- 
deavoured to  resist  them.    At  this  time 
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he  possessed  considerable  property,  and 
his  prospects  for  increasing  it  were  fair 
and  promising,  all  which  he  had  reason  to 
suppose  would  be  deranged  by  his  devot- 
ing himself  to  the  ministry,  he  therefore 
concluded  it  could  not  be  his  duty.  But 
after  experiencing  various  exercises  upon 
the  subject,  he  became  convinced  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  devote  himself  to  the 
work,  at  least,  «o  far  as  to  attend  to  pre- 
paratory studies.     He  spent  about  two ] 
years  under  the  instrui  ion  of  his  pastor,  I 
the  Rev.  William  N^Non,  and  as  lone 
under  the  tuition  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Wrenfham,  after  which  he  en- ! 
tered   Brown  University ;    and   though  i 
obliged,  during  his  third  collegiate  year, 1 
to  suspend  his  studies  on  account  of  weak- 
ness of  eyes,  he  afterwards  returned  and 
was  regularly  graduated,  as  appears  from 
the  records  of  that  institution. 

In  September,  1784,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Hannah  Sprague,  who  still  survives 
him, and  who  has,  in  his  life,  showed  him  all 
that  respect,  and  in  his  last  illness,  all  that : 
attention  and  afFeclionate  care  and  sym-  , 
pathy  which  his  character  and  circum- } 
stances,  and  her  relation  to  him,  seemed 
to  require. 

In  January,  1785,  he  accepted  a  unani- 
mous invitation  from  the  Baptist  Church 
and  Society  in  Randolph,  (formerly  Brain- 
tree)  to  settle  with  them,  and  entered  up- 
on his  labours  immediately,  but  was  not ; 
ordained  until  December  5th,  A.  D.  1787. 
With  this  people  he  continued  until  his  ' 
death.    He  lived  to  witness  four  or  five  j 
special  revivals  among  them,  in  one  of 
which  between  seventy  and  eighty  were  j 
added  to  the  Church.    Two  churches  or- 
iginated from  what  was  a  feeble  band  at 
the  commencement  of  his  labours  in  this  i  j 
place,  viz.  the  church  in  Canton,  and  the  n 
North  Church  in  Randolph. 

About  three  years  previous  to  his  death  I 
he  told  his  people,  that  they  must  no 
longer  depend  on  him  to  supply  the  pul- 
jit.  This  arose,  not  from  indifference  to  j 
their  prosperity,  but  from  a  consciousness 
that  his  age  and  infirmities  required  it.  < 
Indeed,  his  attachment  to  the  church  and  j 
congregation  seemed  from  this  time  rath-  j 
er  to  increase  than  diminish,  for  he  most; 
eordially  united  with  them  in  settling) 


and  supporting  a  minister  with  whom  he 
I  remained  satisfied  during  his  continuance. 

From  this  time  he  preached  occasional- 
ly  with  destitute  churches  when  his 
health  permitted,  until   within  a  few 
'  weeks  of  his  death.    His  health  had  been 
i  declining  for  some  time ;  he,  however, 
;  continued  to  preach  until  the  fourth  Sab- 
;  bath  in  November,  when  he  delivered 
!  his  last  sermon  to  the  church  in  Hanover. 
Soon  after,  his  recov  ery  became  hopeless. 
When  convinced  of  this,  he  did  not  seem 
in  the   least  disturbed — his  mind  was 
!  calm  and  unruffled.    He  made  all  neces- 
sary arrangements  respecting  his  affairs, 
and  his  funeral — often  spoke  of  the  dear 
.  church  and   people  with  whom  he  had 
j  been  so  long  connected,  and  offered  many 
fervent  prayers  for  them.    Indeed,  his 
;  last   days   seemed    emphatically   to  be 
his   brightest   and   best.      The  writer 
1  of  this  article  was  permitted  to  visit  him 
|  repeatedly  in  his  last  sickness,  and  to 
j  prove  from  experience  that, 

"The  chamber  where  the  good  man  meets  his  fate 
"  Is  privilegM  above  the  common  walks  of  virtuous 
life." 

It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions,  that  the 
substance  of  the  above  was  taken  from 
his  own  lips. 

Many  have  spoken  with  more  confi- 
dence respecting  their  own  state  on  a  dy- 
ing bed,  and  manifested  a  greater  degree  of 
joy.  Indeed,  he  said  but  little  about  him- 
self directly,  except  when  it  became  ne- 
cessary in  order  to  illustrate  the  grace  of 
God.  He,  however,  spoke  much  of  his 
Saviour,  and  of  all  the  way  in  which 
he  had  led  him  for  many  years,  and  of 
his  wise,  holy,  and  merciful  providence 
towards  him.  His  usual  reply  when 
questioned  respecting  his  own  exercises, 
was,—"  I  feel  calm — not  my  will  but 
thine,  0  LORD,  be  done— I  am  truly  re- 
signed if  not  deceived."  He  spoke  much 
of  the  promises  of  God,  particularly  of 
those  in  which  he  first  felt  interested,  ob- 
serving that  they  had  ever  been  his  sup- 
port, were  still,  and  he  trusted  they 
would  continue  to  be.  His  strength 
gradually  declined  until  the  ISth  of  Jan- 
uary last,  when 

"The  weary  wheels  of  life  stood  still)" 
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and  his  immortal  spirit  took  its  flight,  as 
we  trust,  to  mansions  of  bliss.  Hi*  fune- 
ral was  attended  on  the  24th  by  a  large 
concourse  of  people,  when  a  sermon  was 
delivered  by  the  pastor  of  the  North 
Church,  founded  on  Luke  ii.  29,  30. 
"  Lord,  now  lettest  thou  thy  servant  de- 
part in  peace,"  &c  Eight  clergymen, 
four  Baptists  and  four  Pedobaptists,  attend- 
ed as  Pall  Bearers,  each  of  whom  have 
sinfe  given  one  Sabbath's  preaching  to 
his  bereaved  and  destitute  flock.* 

As  a  Preacher,  Mr.  Briggs  was  rather 
practical  than  doctrinal.  His  discourses 
"were  strikingly  experimental,  and  usual- 
ly delivered  with  much  feeling.  In 
doctrine  he  was  Calvinnrick,  not  materi- 
ally different  from  the  Orthodox  divines 
of  New-England  in  general.  His  views 
of  the  ordinances  are  well  known.  Al- 
though in  principle  and  practice  a  con- 
scientious Baptist,  he  loved  all  who  bore 
the  image  of  his  Master.  Although  in 
consequence  of  the  small  compensation 
received  for  his  services,  he  was  obliged 
to  labour  with  his  hands,  and  economise 
for  the  support  of  his  family,  he  never- 
theless laboured  much  in  the  ministry, 
and  was  honoured  of  God  as  an  instru- 
ment in  turning  many  to  righteousness. 
.  Although  Mr.  Briggs'  christian  and 
ministerial  character  was  never  tarnished, 
yet  it  shone  conspicuously  in  the  last 
three  years  of  his  life.  When  he  saw 
that  the  good  of  his  people  required  it,  he 
urged  them  to  obtain  a  minister,  and 
when  they  made  the  attempt,  no  one  was 
less  difficult  to  please,  or  more  liberal  to 
contribute  towards  his  support  than  him- 
self. He  bore,  at  least,  his  equal  pro- 
portion of  an  annual  salary  which  was 
four  times  as  much  as  he  had  usually  re- 
ceived himself.  Besides  this,  he  gave 
five  hundred  dollars  toAvards  a  parsonage. 
It  should  be  remembered  that  he  did  all 
this  at  that  advanced  stage  of  life  in 
which  some  good  men,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, discover  different  traits  of 
character.  Nothing  in  him  appeared  like 
jealousy.  His  conduct  in  this  respect 
has  rarely  been  equalled,  and  perhaps 


*  The  Rev.  Oren  Tracy  asked  and  obtained  his  dis- 
mission from  the  pastoral  charge  of  this  church  a  few 
weeks  previous. 


!  never  excelled.  But  he  now  rests  from 
J  his  labours,  and  his  works  will  doubtless 
I  follow  him. 

MR.  STILLMAN  EATON, 

SON  OF  THE  LATE  MR.  LILLEY  EATON, 
OF    SOUTH  READING. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  a  young  man  of  re- 
spectable talents  and  fair  moral  character. 
His  equanimity,  maturity  of  judgment,  and 
general  correctness  of  demeanour,  are  rare- 
|  ly  surpassed  in  persons  of  his  age.  But 
nothing  particularly  interesting  of  a  reli- 
gious nature  was  discovered  in  him  until 
within  a  short  neiiod  of  his  death. 

The  disease  which  terminated  his  earth- 
ly existence,  commenced  its  ravages  eaily 
intheSpiing.  Mr.  Eaton  now  became 
increasingly  thoughtful.  He  complained 
of  a  hurd  heart:  but  evidently  had  a 
deep  sense  of  his  own  sinfulness  and  un- 
worthiness,  and  of  the  goodness  of  God. 
The  goodness  of  God,  it  is  hoped,  led 
him  to  repentance. 

He  died  at  South  Reading,  on  Lord's- 
day,  June  29,  1828,  aged  21  years.  The 
following  are  some  of  his  last  expressions 
as  committed  to  writing  at  the  time  they 
were  uttered  : — 

About  half  past  9  o'clock,  he  seemed 
for  a  short  time  in  deep  meditation  ;  being 
interrogated  what  he  would  have,  he  made 
signs  for  the  attendants  to  be  silent,  and 
stand  back  from  his  bed. 

He  then  whisppred,  "  A  new  work,  a 
great  work."  After  a  short  silence,  he 
:;po':e  out  with  an  audible  voice,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  I  desire  to  bless  God  for  taking  my 
feet  out  of  an  horrible  pit,  and  placing 
them  on  the  rock  of  ages,  a  sure  founda- 
tion, yes,  a  sure  foundation. 

Praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness,  for  his 
goodness,  his  great  goodness — his  good- 
ness is  inconceivable  by  mortals. 

I  have  disregarded  religion,  spoken 
lightly  of  his  saints,  and,  I  fear,  blasphem- 
ed his  name,  yet  his  goodness  has  spared 
me,  a  poor  vile  sinner. 

Good  God! — Praise  the  Lord, — rocks, 
i  hills,  and  trees,  praise  the  Lord.  Let 
every  thing  praise  God.  How  great  is 
fl  his  power,  justice,  and  truth. .  Help  mft 
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to  praise  the  Lord  and  adore  his  goodness, 
who  supports  me  in  the  dark  valley  and 
shadow  of  death." 

He  spoke  of  the  compassion  of  Christ, 
thus,  "  He  was  cruelly  slain  by  wicked 
men  ;  0  that  bloody  day  !  the  rocks  rent, 
the  earth  clave,  graves  opened,  and  the 
sun  hid  his  face." 

He  mentioned  the  greatness  of  God, 
saying,  "  In  six  days  God  made  heaven 
and  earth,  and  rested  on  the  seventh;  I 
see  him  on  the  throne  of  his  majesty." 

T\  hen  asked  if  he  felt  as  though  ho 
could  join  the  happy  society  of  heaven, 
he  said, 

"  I  am  at  the  feet  of  Christ.  I  have  no 
strength — I  flm  wholly  unworthy — if  I 
might  have  a  low  seat  with  them — but  I 
am  unworthy." 

Seeing  several  of  his  associates  standing 
in  the  room,  he  said,  "  My  mates,  I  must 
leave  you.  Now,  while  it  is  a  day  of  sal- 
vation, flee  to  Christ — flee  to  him — hi> 
blood  is  sufficient  for  thousands — All  may 
come, 

u  There  is  no  hard  condition, 
Tis  onl)  look  and  live." 

But  we  must  give  ourselves  vp  to  him, 
give  him  our  hearts ;  we  are  unworthy, 
altogether,  but  he  is  good  and  ready  to 
forgive." 

To  one  of  his  young  friends  he  address- 
ed himself  thus  : — 

"  Bless  the  Lord  with  me,  if  you  can, 
that  he  has  had  mercy  upon  me  a  sinner  :, 


"  What  sin  there  i«  in  a  sinful  heart;  but 
I  hope  the  Lord  in  his  goodness  has  par- 
doned my  sin."  His  mind  seemed  ab- 
sorbed with  a  view  of  the  goodness  of  God, 
and  ruV  own  unworthin  ss.  The  \vu.  s 
"  ^ood  God,"  and  '■  goodness  of  God,"  he 
repeated  many  times. 

A  short  tune  before  he  expired,  he  said, 

"Jesus  nukes  Mis  dying  bed 
Feel  soil  as  downy  pillow*  are." 

He  was  then  asked,  have  you  any  fears 
of  dying  ?  He  answered, "  none."  The^e 
were  his  last  words.  His  strength  con- 
tinued to  fail  till  a  little  past  one  o'clock, 
when  he  ceased  to  breath,  and  his  expir- 
ing breath  was  without  a  struggle. 

On  the  day  following,  his  remains  were 
committed  to  the  grave.  An  address  was 
delivered  on  the  occasion  in  the  Baptist 
meeting-house,  to  a  numerous  and  deep- 
ly affected  auditory ;  and  on  the  ensuing 
Sabbath,  a  sermon  was  preached  to  the 
youth,  from  Psl.  cxix.  9,  "  How  shall  a 
young  man  cleanse  his  way  ?  By  taking- 
heed  thereto  according  to  thy  word." 

The  young  people  by  whom  Mr.  Eaton 
was  deservedly  respected  and  beloved, 
seemed  much  affected  by  the  death  of 
their  friend,  and  it  is  devoutly  to  be  de- 
sired, that,  regarding  his  dying  request, 
they  will  "  flee  to  Christ." 

If  youth,  if  flattering  prospects  in  life, 
if  kind  friends  and  skilful  physicians,  it' 
modest  retiring  worth,  were  any  security 
against  "  the  bold  demands  of  death,"  this 


when  I  had  been  sinning  against  him  so  \  \  young  man  had  not  so  soon  been  laid  be- 
neath the  sods  of  the  valley. 

If  any  one  who  shall  read  this  no- 
tice, be  disposed  to  put  off  to  a  sick  bed 
the  things  which  belong  to  his  peace,  let 


long,  yes,  more  than  twenty  years,  he 
has  spared  me,  and  not  cut  me  down  as  a 
cumberer  of  the  ground  ;  spared  me  fiom 
the  pit,  that  dismal  place  of  horror  and 

despair.    The  rich  man  desired  that  his  ||  him  ask  himself  the  following  questions.- 


brothers  might  not  come  to  that  place  of  ! 
torment." 


Am  I  sure  of  a  sick  bed  ?    May  I  not  be 
hurried  into  eternity  without  a  moment's 
? 


He  repeatedly  mentioned  his  great ! 1  premonition  ?  If  I  have  a  sick-bed,  may 
iveakness,   and  said,   "  God   only  can  |j  not  my  mind  be  bewildered  ?     Will  not 


strengthen  me  in  my  affliction  to  speak  of 
his  goodness. 

t    M  Friends  and  Physicians  cannot  save 
"  Our  mortal  bodies  from  the  grave." 

But  I  trust  the  great  Physician  has  help- 
ed me — I  hope  I  am  not  deceived." 

After  making  these  remarks,  he  was  for 
some  time  too  much  exhausted  to  converse. 
He  once  broke  this  silence,  by  saying, 


the  agony  of  body  be  sufficient  for  me  to 
endure  without  distress  of  mind;-'  Is  it 
certain  that  I  shall  have  a  disposition  to 
repent  of  my  sins  ?  Shall  I  not  need  the 
present  consolations  and  supports  of  re- 
ligion? Do  not  many  die  in  a  state  or 
awful  stupidity?  If  I  obtain  hope,  can 
the  evidence  of  it  to  myself  or  others  be 
so  satisfactory,  as  when  the  obedience  of 
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the  life  has  borne  testimony  to  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  heart  ?  or  shall  I  be  prepared, 
even  if  the  hope  be  genuine,  for  so  great 
a  degree  of  felicity  as  I  should  be  fitted 
to  enjoy,  had  I  been  for  years  growing  in 
grace  ?  Is  not  God  deserving  of  all  my 
time?  Is  not  his  service  calculated  to 
make  me  happy  and  useful  as  well  as  safe 
while  I  am  in  health  ?  Has  not  godliness 
the  promise  of  the  life  that  now  is,  as  well 
as  of  that  which  is  to  come  ? 

It  has  been  well  remarked,  that  we 
have  in  Scripture  one  instance  of  repen- 
tance at  the  eleventh  hour,  that  none  may 
despair ;  but  one,  that  none  may  presume. 


ANECDOTE. 

"  What  is  the  use,"  said  the  pupil  of  a 
medical  friend  of  ours  one  morning  to  his 
master,  when  on  their  way  to  a  place  of 
worship;  "  what  is  the  use  of  going  so  of- 
ten to  church,  when  you  only  hear  the  same 
things  over  again  ?"  "  What  is  the  use," 
replied  his  master,  "  of  breakfasting, 
dining,  and  supping,  every  day,  when  you 
only  eat  the  same  things  over  again  ?"  "  I 
do  not  see,"  said  the  youth,  "  that  the 
cases  at  all  resemble  each  other.  I  must 
eat,  to  support  my  life  and  nourish  my 
body,  which  otheiwise  would  languish 
and  die."  "  The  cases  are  much  more 
parallel  than  you  are  aware,"  rejoined  the 
master.  "  What  food  is  to  the  body,  the 
ordinances  of  religion  are  to  the  soul.  As 
the  natural  life  in  the  one  will  languish 
and  decay,  unless  we  maintain  it  by  the 
bounties  of  God's  providence;  so  the  di- 
vine life  in  the  other  will  wither  and  pass 
away,  unless  we  have  recourse  to  the 
provisions  of  his  grace."  "  How  does  it 
happen,  then,"  inquired  the  young  man 
of  our  friend,  "  that  all  have  not  the  same 
relish  for  religious  exercises,  while  all 
have  the  same  appe'ite  for  their  bodily 
food  ?"  "  There,"  answered  his  master, 
"  you  again  mistake  the  matter.  It  is 
very  true,  that,  when  our  bodies  are  in 
health,  we  desire  and  relhh  our  daily 
bread.  But  when  we  are  sick,  v.  is  widely 
different;  we  have  then  not  only  no  rel- 
ish for  our  food,  but  even  loathe  it;  and 
not  unf:  equently  desire  that  which  is  un- 
natural and  injurious.  So  it  is  with  the 
soul.  When  that  is  at  peace  with  God, 
through  the  redemption  which  is>  in  Christ, 
it  is  in  health  ;  and  not  only  desires,  but 
relishes,  the  exercises  of  devotion,  and 
cannot  exist  without  them.  But  while 
the  soul  continues  in  sin,  it  is  in  a  state  of 
disease ;  and  having  no  appetite  for  spirit- 
ual food,  it  dislikes  both  the  seasons  and 
the  exercises  of  devotion,  considers  the 


Lord's  day  a  weariness,  and  avoids  the 
society  of  his  people.  Nor  does  the  re- 
semblance stop  even  here.  For  as  bodily 
disease,  unless  removed  by  the  hand  of 
skill,  will  speedily  terminate  our  present 
existence ;  so  the  continuance  of  that 
spiritual  disease — I  mean  sin — which  we 
derive  from  our  first  parents,  will  issue  in 
that  spiritual  and  eternal  death,  which 
consists  in  the  everlasting  exclusion  of  'he 
soul  from  the  presence  and  favour  of  its 
Creator."  Evan.  Mas. 


ORDINATION. 

Rev.  Timothy  P.  Ropes  was  ordained  an 
Evangelist,  at  Salisbury,  Mass.  Aug.  13, 
182S.  Introduetoiy  prayer,  by  Rev.  Jo-* 
siah  Houghton  of  Newbin  yport ;  Sermon, 
by  Rev.  Baron  Stow,  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H. 
from  Heb.  iv.  12  ;  Consecrating  Prayer, 
by  Rev.  C.  0.  Kimball,  of  Methuen; 
Charge  by  Rev.  Ferdinand  Ellis,  of  Exe- 
ter, X.  H.;  Right  Hand  of  Fellowship, 
by  Rev.  E.  W.  Freeman,  Lowell,  Mass. 
Concluding  Prayer  by  Rev.  Samuel  Cook, 
of  Brentwood,  N.  H. 


Account  of  Monies  received  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Newton  Theological  In* 

stition,  viz. 

J.  M.  Grind),  New  Bedford,        -       -  3,00 

Henry  Kebinson,          do.             -       -  2,00 

John  Coggswell,  jr.       do.     -       -       -  25,00 

Rev.  G.  B.  Perry,       do.     -       -       -  10,00 

Benjamin  ( 'ooiubs,        do.      -  5,00 

Joseph  Dunham,           do.      -       -       -  2,00 

Ann  Freeman,              do.      -  1,00 

M.  P.  Stu.tevant,  Newton,     ...  2,00 

Rev.  J.  AJJrich,  Dedham,          -       -  5,00 

Dea.  C.  French,          do.  5,00 

Benjamin  Colburn,       do.     -       -       -  5,00 

Enoch  Ellis,                do.     -       -       -  5,00 

Spencer  Fuller,           do.             -       -  5,00 

Kobert  Thompson,        do.     ...  5?00 

Ephraim  Soule,          do.      -       -       -  2,00 

Suinuer  Sessions,        do.     -  2,00 

Jabez  Boyd  en,             do.      -  5,00 

Willard  Draper,  do.     -       -       -       -  2,00 

Charles  L.  Roberts,  New- York,       -       -  100,00 

Josiah  Bacon,  Esq.  Newton,          -       -  30,00 

Dea.  Thomas  Hovey,  do.  -  -  10,00 
Asa  Wilbur,  in  payment  ol  his  note  presented 

by  N.  R.  Cobb,          -       -       -       -  209,00 

Aaron   Everett,  Boston,        ...  100,00 


John  A.  Lamson, 
Lemuel  Porter, 
Charles  Bowers, 
Benjamin  Kimball, 
Petei  Ripley, 
Luther  Felton, 
Aaron  Brigham, 
John  Symnas, 
Charles  IT.  Eaton, 
Ez.a  Eaton, 
I  Frederick  Gould, 
R.T.  Robinson, 
Jonathan  Loring, 
Samuel  Meek, 
Robert  Fennelly, 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 
do, 
do. 

do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


Shepherd  Leach,  Esq.  East  on, 


Cambridge,  Aug.  1! 


$865,00 
LEVI  FAR  WELL,  Trias. 
,  1828. 
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